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How can I request open access?
You must select open access during the initial submission process and complete the required questions.

What is Peds Open Choice?
It is your choice  whether to publish in the open access journal, Pediatrics Open Science, or in the traditional 
hybrid subscription flagship journal, Pediatrics. 

Pediatrics Open Science is a platform for authors who need to comply with funder open access mandates  
or want to broaden the dissemination of their research through our global open access program. For more 
information, please see our Open Access guidelines at publications.aap.org/pediatrics/pages/open-access.

Select your journal of choice.
Pediatrics Open Science (Open Access Journal)
Pediatrics Open Science is an entirely open access journal with no paywalls or 
gated content. Articles are immediately free to read upon publication. The 
journal offers additional promotional efforts with your paid open access 
fee. This journal also helps authors meet funder / institution open access 
mandates. Authors may choose to publish in Pediatrics Open Science 
regardless of whether they have a funder open access mandate. Authors 
may choose between one of two Creative Commons licenses (CC-BY or 
CC-BY-NC-ND).

Pediatrics® (Hybrid Subscription Journal)
Pediatrics is a subscription journal that offers a premium open access 
option. Open access articles are only published under a CC-BY-NC-ND 
license. Authors may request to have their article transferred to the open 
access journal if not accepted in Pediatrics. In addition to the open access 
option, Pediatrics continues to publish non-open access content.

*For more information on Creative Commons licenses: creativecommons.org/

What is the open access fee? 
Pediatrics Open Science -  
APC: $3,100 (CC-BY-NC-ND license); $4,500 (CC-BY license)

Pediatrics® - APC: $3,900 (CC-BY-NC-ND license) 
A 15% discount for AAP Members is available.
You must pay open access fees upon acceptance of your paper, prior to publication. Fees cover the costs 
of production, monthly hosting, marketing, archiving, and downstream deposits to repositories.  
It is the authors’ responsibility to obtain payment from their funding organizations or institutions.  
All decisions to accept manuscripts are based solely on editorial criteria. You can pay by credit card.  
If a different payment model is requested, please contact the editorial office.
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Why publish in Pediatrics Open Science?
Rigorous editorial quality 
standards and peer review process

Articles available for free to anyone 
in the world upon publication

PEDIATRICS OPEN
SCIENCE

Authors retain article copyright under an open access 
Creative Commons license CC-BY or CC-BY-NC-ND

Articles can be freely shared 
without many restrictions

Marketing of content through 
many digital media channels

Articles deposited in PubMed 
Central on publication

Easy compliance with 
open access mandates

Competitive article publishing charges,  
with outreach distribution incentives

High visibility on the AAP Publications  online platform 
– reaching 13 million readers. 

Articles clearly identified as  
“Open Access” for readers

Rapid publication 
from acceptance
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What are my options for publishing  
my article open access in AAP journals?

License Rights 
under Creative 

Commons
Read or  

Download
Share or Distribute 

Freely – credit author
Build Upon  
Your Work

Adapt, Tweak  
or Remix

Reuse 
Commercially

CC-BY-NC-ND Yes Yes No No No

CC-BY Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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*Authors must sign an AAP License to Publish Agreement when publishing under open access.
Acronyms key CC-BY-NC-ND: Creative Commons Attribution—NonCommercial, NoDerivatives License.



AAP PEDS Open Choice Program | Open Access Publishing Checklist

Note: All information contained in this brochure is current at the time of publication. For more up-to-date information, please visit bit.ly/PedsOpenScience.

How do I make my article open access? 
•   Determine which journal you want to publish your article in.
•   Submit your paper to the journal of your choice by clicking on “Submit Your Manuscript”  

located on the online journal site.
•   Your manuscript will be reviewed by editors.
•   Upon acceptance, pay the open access fee.

Fees are not charged until your paper is accepted. There is no fee to submit an article for consideration of publication.
Note: Selecting open access does not guarantee acceptance. All decisions to accept manuscripts are based solely on 
editorial criteria.

Will my article be compliant with  
open access funder mandates?
Pediatrics Open Science is compliant with open access policies from major funders, including  
Gates Foundation, Wellcome Trust, Research Councils UK, US National Institutes of Health, etc.

* Note: Pediatrics may not meet funder mandates. Please verify your funder requirements for open access publishing. 

Please refer to our Open Access Policies at publications.aap.org/pediatrics/pages/open-access for specific  
Creative Commons license requirements.

How will my article be indexed if 
published in Pediatrics Open Science?
Articles published in Pediatrics Open Science will be immediately indexed in Google Scholar and CrossRef.  
To index the open access journal as it becomes eligible, the editorial team will work with major indexers  
such as PubMed Central, Web of Science, Scopus, and the Directory of Open Access Journals.

What if my article is not accepted  
for publication by Pediatrics®?
You may indicate at submission to have your article transferred to Pediatrics Open Science for consideration.

What is my publication date?
If your article is accepted for publication, you will be notified via email of the date of publication.

Questions? Contact Us: 
Pediatrics Open Science / pedsos@aap.org
Pediatrics / pediatricseditorial@aap.org
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