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North America’s next great regional trail system is 
being advanced from a student’s vision toward
implementation by a dedicated consortium of 
federal, state and local partners. This session 
illuminates the transformational vision and 
committed partners– including landscape 
architecture students and NPS RTCA planners – 
that power the Tennessee RiverLine’s success.

Learning Objectives 

1.	 Understand the vision and origins of the 
Tennessee RiverLine; a historic regional 
economic development, public health and 
environmental stewardship initiative that 
stretches 652 miles throughout 32 counties in 
4 states.

2.	 Gain insight to the dynamics of collaboration 
with federal, state, local and non-traditional 
project partners, including university faculty 
and students, in this vision-driven, regional 
recreation planning initiative.

3.	 Learn how diversity, equity and inclusion 
principles are integrated into the value 
structure, programming priorities and 
organizational culture of the Tennessee 
RiverLine.

4.	 How the NPS’ Rivers Trails and Conservation 
Assistance, now in its 20th year of partnership 
with ASLA, can be engaged as a catalyst 
resource to community-led and professional 
landscape projects.

652 to YOU Community Engagement Event (2019)
Paducah, KY



Speakers 

Brad Collett, Associate Professor, University of Tennessee School of Landscape Architecture

Brad Collett is an Associate Professor in the University of Tennessee Department Plant Sciences 
and School of Landscape Architecture. His teaching, research and creative activity center on 
regional water resource stewardship through landscape planning and performance. Brad was 
a 2016 U.S. Fulbright Scholar to Slovenia, and is a licensed landscape architect. He is Director 
of the Tennessee RiverLine. This regional consortium collaborates with UT Knoxville and TVA, 
as well as UT students and the Tennessee River Studio under his leadership, to realize the 
transformative, multi-generational vision for North America’s next great regional trail system.

Clay Guerry, Recreation Strategy Specialist, Tennessee Valley Authority 

Clay Guerry attended Francis Marion University where he received a BS in Biology. After a 
few years as a primate biologist on the coast, he moved to the foothills of the Appalachians for
graduate school at Clemson University, where he earned an MS in Zoology as well as an
MS in Parks and Protected Area Management. He has worked as an outdoor guide,
instructor, naturalist, and for the past 15 years as a public land manager for the
Tennessee Valley Authority focusing on recreation and natural resource management.
Clay has been on the Tennessee Riverline team from its beginnings.

Alison Bullock Community Planner, National Park Service RTCA

Alison Bullock has served as a Community Planner for the Chattanooga Field Office of the
National Park Service’s Rivers, Trails & Conservation Assistance Program (RTCA) since
2000, providing technical assistance for trail and conservation projects in Tennessee,
Kentucky, Alabama and North Carolina. Prior to her career with NPS, Alison worked for
the State of Tennessee as a Conservation Planner and Greenways & Trails Coordinator.
Alison is a graduate of the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, with a Master of Science in
Planning. She helped lay the groundwork for the Tennessee RiverLine supporting UT’s
initial organizational development and community outreach.



Projects/Initiatives 

About the Tennessee RiverLine 

The Tennessee RiverLine is a continuous system 
of paddling, hiking, and biking trails along the 
Tennessee River’s 652-mile reach from Knoxville, 
TN, to Paducah, KY. First conceptualized by a 
UT School of Landscape Architecture student 
in 2016, this historic initiative was launched as 
a regional and local place-based strategy 
to promote economic development, enhance 
public health, increase equitable access to river 
experiences and cultivate new generations of 
river stewards. It benefited from a three-year 
collaboration with the National Park Service’s 
RTCA program from 2017-2020. Today, its 
principal partners are the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, and Tennessee Valley Authority

46 cities and counties in AL, KY and TN have 
enrolled in the Tennessee RiverLine’s Tennessee 
RiverTowns Program to date. The support and 
creative capacity offered through this innovative 
program by Tennessee RiverLine staff, with the 
invaluable insights, inspired effort, and ideas 
brought forward by each community, propels 
the vision forward and empowers participating 
communities of all sizes and means to establish 
their own reach of the Tennessee RiverLine. Over 
time, each community’s effort and investment - 
driven by its unique opportunities, priorities, and 
relationship with the river - connects to become 
North America’s next great regional trail system.

The Tennessee RiverLine is powered by 
partnerships. Its impact and trajectory for 
implementation is made possible through the 
effort of its full-time team and UT Knoxville faculty 
and students, the vision, support and leadership 
of its principal partners, the enthusiasm of its 
Tennessee RiverTowns community partners, and a 
regional consortium of organizations committed 
to the vision and guiding principles; the Tennessee 
RiverLine Partnership.  
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National Park and U.S. Forest Service Units
Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area
Fort Donelson National Battleeld
Shiloh National Battleeld
Natchez Trace Parkway
Chickamauga & Chattanooga National Military Park
Manhattan Project National Historical Park

State Parks
Kentucky Dam Village
Kenlake State Resort Park
Paris Landing State Park
Nathan Bedford Forrest State Park
Johnsonville Historic State Park
Mousetail Landing State Park
Pickwick Landing State Park
J.P. Coleman State Park
Wheeler State Park and Recreation Area
Lake Guntersville State Park
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Wildlife Refuges
Tennessee National Wildlife Refuge, Big Sandy Unit
Tennessee National Wildlife Refuge, Duck River Unit
Camden Wildlife Management Area
Tennessee National Wildlife Refuge, Busseltown Unit  
Cypress Pond Wildlife Management Area
Lauderdale Wildlife Management Area
Key Cave National Wildlife Refuge 
Swan Creek Wildlife Management Area
Mallard Fox Creek Wildlife Management Area
Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge
Mud Creek Public Shooting Area
Prentice Cooper State Forest and Wildlife Management Area
Snooper's Rock, Tennessee River Gorge Overlook
Hiwassee Wildlife Refuge
Chickamauga Wildlife Management Area
Yuchi Refuge
McGlothin-Largen Wildlife Management Area
Kingston Wildlife Management Area
Paint Rock Refuge
Forks of the River Wildlife Management Area
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Points of Interest
River Discovery Center
Golden Pond Visitor Center, Planetarium and Observatory
Old Danville Grain Elevator
Tennessee River Folklife Interpretive Center and Museum
Tennessee Freshwater Pearl Farm and Museum
Tennessee River Museum
Florence Indian Mound Museum
Muscle Shoals Sound Studios
Cook Museum of Natural Science
U.S. Space and Rocket Center
Guntersville Museum
Nickajack Cave
Hales Bar Lock and Dam Ruins
TVA Raccoon Mountain Visitor Center
Tennessee Aquarium Conservation Institute
Tennessee Aquarium   
Cherokee Removal Memorial Park at Blythe Ferry
East Tennessee Historical Society Museum
VOL Navy
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TENNESSEE RIVERLINE 

TENNESSEE RIVERLINE

MILE 652 

TENNESSEE RIVERLINE

MILE 0

a vision for north america’s next great regional trail system

National and State Parks, U.S. Forest Service Land TVA Undeveloped Recreation Land Other Public Land Urban AreaRivers and ReservoirsTennessee RiverLine

Tennessee RiverLine Experiences 

Your RiverLine Experiences and Ideas 
Use this space to plan your journey on the 
Tennessee RiverLine or jot down your ideas 
to make the RiverLine better.  Share your 
thoughts with us at info@tnriverline.org.

Want to get involved? 
Learn how at tnRiverLine.org
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The Tennessee RiverLine is a system of trail experiences that provides users with 
continuous access to the 652-mile river and its 470,000-acre system of nine reservoirs, 
as well as the national and state parks, wildlife refuges, TVA recreation land and existing 
trails that line its banks. The river and these publicly-accessible lands add up to a             

1.17 million-acre “park” for valley residents and its visitors to enjoy.  

The Tennessee RiverLine connects this landscape, its dynamic communities, countless 
points of local and regional interest and numerous existing opportunities to hike, bike 
and paddle, but it is much more than a recreational trail. The RiverLine is a strategic 
investment in economic, social and environmental infrastructure that has the potential to 

transform communities and the river itself.

Learn more at tnRiverLine.org
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SCHOOL OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

The Tennessee RiverLine reconceptualizes
470,000 acres of Tennessee River reaches and reservoirs,
700,000 acres of adjacent public lands, including

9 National Park and Forest Service Units,
7 National Wildlife Refuges,
10 TN, AL, MS, KY State Parks,
14 State Wildlife Refuges,
290,000 acres TVA Undeveloped Recreation Land,

32 Counties, and
41 Incorporated Cities and Towns as

1.2 Million Acres 1.2 Million Acres 
of connected Tennessee River experiences.



Notes

Additional Resources 
1.	 Tennessee RiverLine Website - https://www.tnriverline.org/
2.	 Tennessee RiverTowns Reference Guide - https://www.tnriverline.org/rivertowns-resources
3.	 TVA Stewardship Books - https://www.tva.com/environment/environmental-stewardship/stewardship-projects
4.	 National Park Service  RTCA Newsletter - https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/the-tennessee-riverline-a-652-mile-regional-

trail-system-connecting-communities-to-the-river.htm 


