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The Literary Press Group of Canada (LPG) is a not-for-profit
association of Canada’s finest literary book publishers, established in 1975. With a
current membership of sixty Canadian-owned-and-operated publishing houses, the

LPG’s mandate is to support the growth of Canadian literary culture.
 

The LPG helps member publishers sell, distribute, and market their books to
booksellers, libraries, and institutions, as well as directly to readers.
Canadian literary presses publish emerging, innovative, and diverse

creative voices, and often discover Canada’s literary stars. 
 

The Literary Press Group, manages All Lit Up, an online bookstore and blog for
readers of emerging, established, and unabashedly Canadian literature.
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M E E T  T H E  P U B L I S H E R S

GUERNICA EDITIONS | Established in 1978, Guernica aims to publish books that push limits
and tear down borders in the hope of making the world a better place.

NEWEST PRESS l Founded officially in 1979, Edmonton-based NeWest set out to provide better
opportunities for young writers in the prairie region, in a publishing industry that was traditionally
dominated by central Canadian publishing houses.

WOLSAK AND WYNN |Wolsak and Wynn is an eccentric literary press based in the heart of Hamilton,
Ontario. With over thirty years of publishing behind them, they’ve won a number of awards for their
books. Wolsak and Wynn publishes poetry, fiction, and non-fiction for nearly every taste.

BRICK BOOKS | An exclusive publisher of poetry since 1975, Brick Books has published well-known
Canadian writers like Michael Ondaatje, Anne Carson, and Dennis Lee as well as many emerging writers.

NIGHTWOOD EDITIONS | Nightwood Editions is committed to publishing and promoting the best new
poetry, fiction, and non-fiction by writers across Canada. Nightwood strives to publish books that foster a
community of writers and readers, and reflect the diversity our country is known for.

ROSEWAY PUBLISHING | An imprint of Fernwood, Roseway Publishing publishes literary work related to social
injustices and the struggles involved in making the world a better place to live. They publish works of fiction, creative
non-fiction, biographies, and other literary writing that is in keeping with their interest in social justice issues. 
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VEHICULE PRESS | Since 1973 Véhicule Press has published award-winning poetry, fiction, essays,
translations, and social history. In 1981, Véhicule began Signal Editions, a poetry series which has since
published 72 titles, one third of them by first-time authors. In late summer 2003, Véhicule added a new
imprint, Esplanade Books, a fiction series.

AT BAY PRESS | At Bay Press is an independent, award-winning publisher established in 2008 that strives
to seek out new work by undiscovered authors and artists and bring their work to light. Their volumes
are produced in Canada, some of which are constructed by hand. At Bay is known for original, thoughtful
content as well as exceptionally crafted and well designed titles.
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A 2020 CBC Poetry Book of the Year

T H E  R E S P O N S E  O F  W E E D S

B E R T R A N D  B I C K E R S T E T H

Bertrand Bickersteth’s debut poetry collection explores what
it means to be Black and Albertan through a variety of
prisms: historical, biographical, and essentially,
geographical. The Response of Weeds offers a much-needed
window on often overlooked contributions to the province’s
character and provides personal perspectives on the
question of Black identity on the prairies. Through these
rousing and evocative poems, Bickersteth uses language to
call up the contours of the land itself, land that is at once
mesmerizing as it is dismissively effacing. Such is Black
identity here on this paradoxical land, too.
 

Born in Sierra Leone, BERTRAND BICKERSTETH grew up in
Edmonton, Calgary, and Olds, Alberta. Although he writes in
several genres, anticlimactically, the topic is always the
same: what does it mean to be black and from the prairies?
He has also given many public talks including a TED Talk for
BowValleyCollegeTEDx called The Weight of Words. His
poetry has appeared in several publications, including most
recently The Antigonish Review, Cosmonauts Avenue, and The
Fieldstone Review. He has also been published in The Great
Black North and the anthology The Black Prairie Archives
(2020). In 2018, he was longlistedfor the CBC Poetry Prize.
He lives in Calgary, teaches at Olds College, and writes
everywhere.

 LITERARY PRESS GROUP - POETRY
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AVAILABLE NOW | $18.95
5.5 X 9" | 108 PAGES |

9781988732794

Themes: Black poetry; blues; history; prairie history; Black history

 

NEWEST PRESS

ORDER FROM CANADIAN MANDA GROUP



b o n e s

T Y L E R  P E N N O C K
B R I C K  B O O K S  
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AVAILABLE NOW | $20
6 X 8.75" | 104 PAGES |

9781771315210

Themes: Indigenous Peoples; childhood abuse; trauma

TYLER PENNOCK is a Cree / Metis Adoptee, from Slave
Lake area of Alberta. They are a graduate of Guelph
University's Creative Writing MFA program. They
currently live in Toronto, where they have worked as an
educator and community worker for over ten years. Bones
is their first book.

Poems about a young two-spirit Indigenous man moving
through shadow and trauma toward strength and awareness.

Bones, Tyler Pennock's wise and arresting debut, is about
the ways we process the traumas of our past, and about
how often these experiences eliminate moments of
softness and gentleness. Here, the poems journey
inward, guided by the world of dreams, seeking
memories of a loving sister lost beneath layers of
tragedy and abuse. With bravery, the poems stand up to
the demons lurking in the many shadows of their lines,
seeking glimpses of a good that is always just out of
reach. At moments heartrending and gut-punching, at
others still and sweet, Bones is a collection of deep and
painstaking work that examines the human spirit in all
of us. This is a hero's journey and a stark look at the
many conditions of the soul. This is a book for survivors,
for fighters, for dreamers, and for believers.

LITERARY PRESS GROUP - POETRY ORDER FROM CANADIAN MANDA GROUP



I  W I L L  B E  C O R R U P T E D

J O S E P H  A .  D A N D U R A N D

I Will Be Corrupted is a collection of poems about a man
who suffers from serious depression and heroin
addiction but is able to appear normal and live
somewhat of a normal life. And yet what he sees and
experiences in his everyday become poems and an
insight into the mind of a kind and gentle person who
wants to understand why he is here.

This is a book of hope, loss, and hopefully a sense of
redemption for all the poor souls who find themselves
on the street and lost from where they truly come from.
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AVAILABLE NOW | $20
6 X9" | 125 PAGES |

9781771835060

Themes: Indigenous identity & community; mental health; depression;
addiction; resilience

GUERNICA EDITIONS

JOSEPH A. DANDURAND is a member of the Kwantlen
First Nation located near the Fraser River, east of
Vancouver. He works as the Heritage and Lands Officer
for the Kwantlen territory and has been performing his
duties for over 17 years. He studied theatre and direction
at Algonquin College and at the University of Ottawa. 
 His previously published books include Looking into the
Eyes of My Forgotten Dreams, Please Do Not Touch the
Indians and Hear and Foretell. His poems have appeared
in numerous journals and anthologies, including An
Anthology of Canadian Native Literature in English. He has
also authored a radio script which was produced by CBC
Radio. He lives in Fort Langley, BC.

LITERARY PRESS GROUP - POETRY  I ORDER FROM CANADIAN MANDA GROUP



i  a m  t h e  b i g  h e a r t

S A R A H  V E N A R T

B R I C K  B O O K S
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AVAILABLE NOW | $20
6 X 8.75" | 104 PAGES |

9781771315364

Themes: Motherhood; grief; loss; women's studies

SARAH VENART's poetry has been published in Numero
Cinq, Concrete and River, The New Quarterly, The Malahat
Review, The Fiddlehead, This Magazine, Prism
International, and on CBC Radio. She is the author of
Woodshedding (Brick Books, 2007) and Neither Apple Nor
Pear. Sarah lives in Montreal and teaches writing at John
Abbott College.

A love story to the emotional self—this heart is tender,
but it also has a savage bite. What does it mean to be the
big heart? Or to hope to be the big heart? Or to fail to be
that big heart? How far can a heart stretch? How does
being a parent stretch it further? How does a heart
manage under the pressure of children, of self, of hospital
technician, of partner, of death? In this collection, big
heartedness is both demand and desire. It emerges from
family life—the kid who says to your face that she prefers
her other parent; the father monkeying around in the art
gallery; the mother who “gets on with it” in silence; the
husband, distant and intimate under the marriage yoke. 

There is also in this collection the stirring of wilder
desires than family is supposed to nurture, feelings more
fiercely self-assertive than a parent—a mother
particularly—is supposed to admit. This collection asks
how to rise to the occasions that family presents and also
how to let oneself spill over the bounds of familial roles. 

LITERARY PRESS GROUP - POETRY ORDER FROM CANADIAN MANDA GROUP



t h e  o n l y  c a r d  i n  a  d e c k

o f  k n i v e s

L A U R E N  T U R N E R

W O L S A K  &  W Y N N
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AVAILABLE NOW | $18
5.75 X 8.5" | 88 PAGES |

9781989496091

Themes: sickness; feminism; health; disease; violence

LAUREN TURNER is a disabled poet and essayist, who
wrote the chapbook We're Not Going to Do Better Next
Time (knife | fork | book, 2018). Her work has appeared in
Grain, Arc Magazine, Poetry is Dead, Cosmonauts Avenue,
The Puritan, canthius and elsewhere. She won the 2018
Short Grain Contest and was a finalist for the 2017 3Macs
carte blanche Prize. She lives in Tiohtiá:ke/Montreal on the
unceded land of the Kanien'kehá:ka Nation.

The Only Card in a Deck of Knives is a groundbreaking new
collection in the area of sickness poetry. Within these
poems, Lauren Turner aims to reclaim the "hysterical"
label given to sick women throughout history. Rather
than shying away from the emotional urgency and raw
vulnerability surrounding a terminal diagnosis, Turner
shines an interrogative light upon it. These fierce poems
are written from the perspective of a twenty-something
female speaker with a terminal disease, a speaker who is
preoccupied with maintaining the illusion of health, but
then refers to herself as "dying" in the next line. 

Fascinated and repelled by the societal impulse to gussy
up diseases that take violent, and sometimes deadly, tolls
upon women's bodies, Turner uses these lyric poems to
juxtapose the violence of a gendered illness with the
violence encountered by women and non-binary people in
society. The Only Card in a Deck of Knives unpacks
society's impulse to pull away from sick women and
examines why we discredit their professed pain,
symptoms and emotions. 

LITERARY PRESS GROUP - POETRY I DISTRIBUTED BY UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO PRESS 
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AVAILABLE NOW | $18.95
5.5 X 8" | 112 PAGES |

9780889713826

Themes: Indigenous studies; LGBTQ

JAYE SIMPSON is a Two-Spirit Oji-Cree person of the
Buffalo Clan with roots in Sapotaweyak and Skownan Cree
Nation who often writes about being queer in the child
welfare system, as well as being queer and Indigenous.
simpson’s work has been performed at the Canadian
Festival of Spoken Word (2017) in Peterborough, and in
Guelph with the Vancouver Slam Poetry 2018 Team.
simpson has recently been named the Vancouver Champion
for the Women of the World Poetry Slam and their work
has been featured in Poetry Is Dead, This Magazine, PRISM
international, SAD Mag, GUTS Magazine and Room.
simpson resides in currently and colonially known as
Vancouver, BC.

it was never going to be okay is a collection of poetry and
prose exploring the intimacies of understanding
intergenerational trauma, Indigeneity and queerness,
while addressing urban Indigenous diaspora and breaking
down the liminations of sexual understanding as a trans
woman. 

As a way to move from the linear timeline of healing and
coming to terms with how trauma does not exist in
subsequent happenings, it was never going to be okay tries
to break down years of silence in simpson’s debut
collection of poetry.

LITERARY PRESS GROUP - POETRY DISTRIBUTED BY HARBOUR PUBLISHING



t h e  c y b o r g  a n t h o l o g y
L I N D S A Y  B - E
B R I C K  B O O K S
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AVAILABLE NOW | $20
6 X 8.75" | 96 PAGES |

9781771315302

Themes: Science fiction; cyborgs; apocalyptic & post-apocalyptic

LINDSAY B-E is a writer and filmmaker from Clavet, SK,
currently living in Toronto. They have a BA in English, a
BFA in Filmmaking, a Certificate in Poetry from The
Writer's Studio at SFU, and are completing a Novel-Writing
Certificate from U of T Continuing Studies. Their writing
has appeared in Poetry Is Dead, the League of Canadian
Poets' Poetry Pause, Geez Magazine, Peach Mag, emerge:
The Writer's Studio Anthology, and a chapbook from bird,
buried press. Lindsay is married with two kids, two dogs,
and two cats. They can be found online at
biseenscene.com.

Poems written by Cyborgs in the future – this collection
melds sci-fi and poetry, human and machine. 

The Cyborg Anthology takes place in a future where there
was a thriving world of Robots and Cyborgs living
peacefully beside Humans, but a disaster destroyed all
Robot and most Cyborg life.The book is organized like a
typical anthology of literature, split into sections that
include a biography of each poet and a sample of their
poetry. It covers early Cyborg poetry, political, celebrity,
and pop culture poets, and ends with the next generation
of Cyborg poets.The narrative takes place in the time
after a cataclysmic event, and the collection wrestles
with this loss. Through the lives of the poets, the book
chronicles the history of personhood for technological
beings, their struggle for liberation, and demonstrates
different ways a person can be Cyborg. The poems and
biographies together tell the story of a complex and
enthralling world-to-come, exploring topics that are
important in the future, and also urgent right now. 

LITERARY PRESS GROUP - POETRY ORDER FROM CANADIAN MANDA GROUP



b l a c k  m a t t e r s
A F U A  C O O P E R
D R .  W I L F R I E D  R A U S S E R T
R O S E W A Y  P U B L I S H I N G
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AVAILABLE NOW | $20
6 X 9" | 84 PAGES |

9781773632957

Themes: African Heritage

AFUA COOPER, Halifax’s seventh Poet Laureate, is the
author of five books of poetry, including the critically
acclaimed Copper Woman and Other Poems and two
novels, The Hanging of Angelique: The Untold Story of
Slavery in Canada and the Burning of Old Montreal, and My
Name is Phillis Wheatley. She has also recorded two poetry
CDs, including the forthcoming Love and Revolution. A
founder of the Canadian Dub poetry movement, Afua
Cooper was instrumental in organizing between 2004 and
2009, three international dub poetry festivals.

Halifax’s former Poet Laureate Afua Cooper and
photographer Wilfried Raussert collaborate in this book
of poems and photographs focused on everyday Black
experiences. The result is a jambalaya — a dialogue
between image and text. Cooper translates Raussert’s
photos into poetry, painting a profound image of what
disembodied historical facts might look like when they
are embodied in contemporary characters. This visual and
textual conversation honours the multiple layers of
Blackness in the African diaspora around North America
and Europe. The result is a work that amplifies black
beauty and offers audible resistance.

LITERARY PRESS GROUP - POETRY

Dr. WILFRIED RAUSSERT is a multidisciplinary artist and
scholar. He works across the boundaries of music,
literature, photography, art, and literary criticism. He is
Chair of North American and Inter-American Studies at
Bielefeld University, Germany. He is director of the
International Association of InterAmerican Studies, author
and editor of 20 scholarly books.

DISTRIBUTED BY BRUNSWICK BOOKS 



t e x t  m e s s a g e s :
o r  h o w  i  f o u n d  m y s e l f  
t i m e  t r a v e l l i n g
Y A S S I N  “N A R C Y”  A L S A L M A N
R O S E W A Y  P U B L I S H I N G
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AVAILABLE NOW | $27
6 X 9" | 200 PAGES |

9781773632964

Themes: Middle east; hip hop; activism

Text Messages is the first multi-genre collection by
Montreal-based Iraqi hip-hop artist, activist, and professor
Yassin “Narcy” Alsalman.

Composed entirely on a smartphone during air travel and
married to artwork from comrades, Narcy’s writing speaks
of the existential crises experienced by diasporic children
of war before and during imperialism in the age of the
internet. Narcy’s verses span the space between hip-hop
and manifesto, portraying a crumbling, end-stage
capitalist society, visions for a new reality, and the myth
of multiculturalism in post-9/11 North America. The
wordsmith hollows and transmogrifies the grotesque
excess of the West by juxtaposing McLife with images of
death, destruction, and trauma in the East. From the
depths of apathetic consumerism arises a voice of
spiritual self-realization that explodes the
misrepresented, mythical monolith of Islam in the West
and with the rubble builds healing through intelligent
resistance and radical love.

LITERARY PRESS GROUP - POETRY

YASSIN “NARCY” ALSALMAN is a polymath. He is renowned
as a pioneer of the Arab voice in hip-hop culture and one
of the formative voices from the Iraqi diaspora. He is a
professor at Concordia University, an award-winning music
video director, an actor, and a celebrated musician. Most
importantly, he is a father of two.

DISTRIBUTED BY BRUNSWICK BOOKS 



t r e e t a l k
A R I E L  G O R D O N
A T  B A Y  P R E S S
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AVAILABLE NOW | $19.95
5 X 8" | 96 PAGES |

9781988168272

Themes: urban forest; nature; city canopies

During the heatwave of July 2017, Ariel Gordon spent two
days sitting on the patio of downtown Winnipeg's Tallest
Poppy, writing snippets of poems which she hung from
the boulevard tree using paper and string. Passersby were
invited to TreeTalk too — their secrets / one-liners /
meditations / haiku were also hung from the tree. By the
end of the weekend, the elm had a second temporary
canopy of leaves: 234 poems.Gordon has assembled all
these voices into a long/found poem that asks: what does
it mean to live in the urban forest?

LITERARY PRESS GROUP - POETRY

ARIEL GORDON is a Winnipeg-based author of two
collections of urban-nature poetry, both of which won the
Lansdowne Prize for Poetry. Gordon also co-edited the
anthology GUSH: menstrual manifestos for our times
(Frontenac House, 2018) and is the ringleader of the
National Poetry Month in the Winnipeg Free Press project.
Her most recent book is Treed: Walking in Canada's Urban
Forests (Wolsak & Wynn, 2019).

ORDER FROM CANADIAN MANDA GROUP



w a l k i n g  o n  t h e  b e a c h e s
o f  t e m p o r a l  c a n d y
C H R I S T I A N  M C P H E R S O N
A T  B A Y  P R E S S
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AVAILABLE NOW | $24.95
5 X 8" | 296 PAGES |

9781988168401

Themes: art and life

Over the course of a lifetime, we all experience catch-of-
breath moments that stir exquisite awareness of life's
transience. Such fleeting moments we share with poet
Christian McPherson and his space-suited avatar
negotiating bumpy terrain. In this collection the
meandering, often self-deprecating poet considers and
records moments of truth and insight common to us all as
he registers his joys and regrets, and raises rants in
postured outrage. A refreshing and often humorous
honesty prevails. As the dedication promises, these poems
are for those who go to a job every day but dream of
something more. McPherson delivers.

LITERARY PRESS GROUP - POETRY

CHRISTIAN MCPHERSON is the author of six books, Cube
Squared, My Life in Pictures, The Sun Has Forgotten Where I
Live, The Cube People (shortlisted for the 2011 ReLit
Awards), Poems that swim from my brain like rats leaving a
sinking ship, and Six Ways to Sunday (shortlisted for the
2008 ReLit Awards). He has a degree in philosophy from
Carleton University and a computer programming diploma
from Algonquin College. He is married to the beautiful
Marty Carr. They have two kids, Molly and Henry. They all
live together in Ottawa.

ORDER FROM CANADIAN MANDA GROUP



r e s i s t i n g  c a n a d a :
a n  a n t h o l o g y  o f  p o e t r y
N Y A  M A T U K ,  E D .
V É H I C U L E  P R E S S
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AVAILABLE NOW | $22.95
5.5 X 8.5" | 280 PAGES |

9781550655339

Themes: Indigenous identity; colonization; residential schools;
reconciliation; refugees

Resisting Canada gathers together 28 poets for a
conversation bigger than poetic trends. Its organizing
principle is Canada — the Canada that established
residential schools; the Canada grappling with the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission; the Canada that has been
visible in its welcome of Syrian refugees, yet the not-
always-tolerant place where the children of those
refugees will grow up; the Canada eager to re-establish
its global leadership on the environment while struggling
to acknowledge Indigenous sovereignty on resource-rich
land and enabling further colonization of that land. In the
face of global conflicts due to climate change, scarcity,
mass migrations, and the rise of xenophobic populisms,
Canada still works with a surface understanding of its
democratic values — both at their noblest and most
deceptive.

Some poets include Jordan Abel, James ArthurMarie
Annharte Baker, Billy-Ray Belcourt, Wayde Compton, Beth
Cuthand, Rosanna Deerchild, Marilyn Dumont, Moez
Surani, and more.

LITERARY PRESS GROUP - POETRY

NYLA MATUK is the author of Sumptuary Laws (Véhicule
Press, 2012) and Stranger (Véhicule Press, 2016). Her
poems have appeared in The New Yorker, PN Review, The
Walrus, and Poetry. In 2018, she was the McGill University
Mordecai Richler Writer-in-Residence.

ORDER FROM CANADIAN MANDA GROUP



O R D E R I N G  I N F O R M A T I O N
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University of Toronto Press Inc.
5201 Dufferin Street, Toronto, ON M3H 5T8

t: 1.800.565.9523 or 416.667.7791 | f: 1.800.221.9985 or 416.667.7832 
 e: utpbooks@utpress.utoronto.ca

To order by EDI: Through Pubnet: SAN 115 1134

Canadian Manda Group
664 Annette Street Toronto, ON M6S 2C8

t: 1.855.626.3222 | f: 1.888.563.8327
e: info@manadagroup.com

 
 
 
 

Harbour Publishing
PO Box 219, Madeira Park, BC V0N 2H0
t: 1.800.667.2988 | f: 1.877.604.9449   

e: orders@harbourpublishing.com
 

Brunswick Books
KDSCA Logistics Inc., 54 Viceroy Rd, Unit 4, Vaughan, ON L4K 2L8

t: 905.738.9090 or 1.844.738.9090 



The Literary Press Group of Canada gratefully acknowledges
support from: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The LPG also wishes to acknowledge that we are hosted on
the lands of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabeg,
the Haudenosaunee, and the Wendat. We also recognize the
enduring presence of all First Nations, Métis and the Inuit

people, and we are grateful to have the opportunity to meet
and work on this territory.

 
 
 
 


