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Grant Activity for the Borough of Rutherford: 
October 2020 (Period 10/1/20 to 10/31/20) 

Prepared by: Bruno Associates, Inc. 
 
 FY21 Recreational Opportunities for Individuals with Disabilities (ROID) 

BAI worked with recreation Director Jessica Lezcano to complete and submit a FY21 ROID 
application to the NJ Department of Community Affairs. This application requesting $20,000 
was submitted on 10/15/20 ahead of the 10/23/20 deadline. An endorsing resolution 
acknowledging the 20% local match was adopted by the Mayor and Council at its 10/15/20 
meeting. This proposal if funded would subsidize expenses and augment the borough’s 
recreational and leisure programming for individuals with disabilities held between 10/1/20 
and 6/30/21. Most recently, the borough received $20,000 through the ROID program’s FY20 
program.  
 

 2021 Bergen County Local Arts Grant Program—Multicultural Festival 
BAI worked with Committee Members of the Rutherford Civil Rights Commission to 
complete and submit a grant application to the 2021 Bergen County Local Arts Grant Program 
on 10/21/20 ahead of the 10/22/20 deadline. Working in tandem with Jessica Lezcano and 
Steve Way, BAI augmented previously submitted applications to the program in an effort to 
secure $4,000 for the borough’s annual Multicultural Festival. No match requirement is needed 
for this funding cycle.  

 
 FY21 Local Freight Impact Fund—NJ Department of Transportation 

BAI is working to complete an application to the NJDOT’s Local Freight Impact Fund which 
solicits proposals aimed toward mitigating the impacts of the state’s trucking industry. Last 
year, BAI helped the borough submit a proposal for the resurfacing of Veteran’s Boulevard 
but the application was denied. BAI is working to enhance the application and submit another 
application with updated information. BAI will revise the proposal and has already sent the 
borough an enabling resolution for the Council to adopt at its first Council meeting in October. 
The deadline to submit this application is November 10, 2020.  

 
 Bergen County CARES Act—COVID-19 

As of the end of October, BAI has helped the borough receive reimbursement for two separate 
payroll requests totaling $43,186.56. The first request encompassed police officer straight time 
dedicated to department sanitization efforts as well as Chief Russo’s time attending public 
safety meetings. This request totaled $15,700.41. The second request encompassed OEM time 
dedicated to the FEMA reimbursement efforts and labor accrued by the borough’s public health 
nurses and employees of the recreation department and department of public works. This 
second request totaled $27,486.15. The borough currently has another payroll request pending 
totaling $21,156.71. This request includes “out of title work” by department heads. BAI will 
continue to work with the borough on future reimbursement requests until the CARES ACT 
deadline of December 30, 2020. 
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Awarded Grants: 
 CARES Act (Police Labor)       $15,700.41 
 CARES Act (OEM, Health Dept, Rec Dept, DPW)    $27,486.15 
 Assistance to Firefighters Grant-Supplemental (COVID-19)   $4,782.86 
 2020 Census Bergen County Municipal Outreach    $5,000 
 FY20 Recreational Opportunities for Individuals with Disabilities  $20,000 
 FY20 Transit Village (Bike Parking, Kiosks, Clara’s Tunnel)   $210,000 
 2019 Green Acres Stewardship (Walls Field Raingarden)   $63,420 
 FY20 Municipal Aid (Grand Avenue Phase I)     $195,000 
 2019 Bergen County Open Space (Tamblyn Field Improvements)  $32,450 
 FY19 Bergen County CDBG (Darwin Ave Curb & Sidewalk Rehab)  $105,800 
 FY19 Municipal Aid (Feronia Way, Highland Cross, Eastern Way)  $212,000 
 2018 Open Space (Tamblyn Field Tennis & Basketball Improvements)  $76,500 
 

Pending Grants: 
 FY21 Recreational Opportunities for Individuals with Disabilities  $20,000 
 2021 Bergen County Local Arts—Multicultural Festival   $4,000 
 Gametime Playground Grant       $7,000 
 2020 Bergen County Open Space (Van Winkle Park Improvements)  $15,018 
 FY21 Municipal Aid (Grand Ave Phase II)     $226,145.70 
 FY19 Assistance to Firefighters Grant      $553,591.43 
 FY20 Bergen County CDBG (ADA Access at Borough Hall)   $192,120 

 
Previous Months 

 Gametime Playground Grant 
BAI worked with Recreation Director Jessica Lezcano to submit an application to Gametime 
Playground Inc for matching funds to install an outdoor fitness station at Tamblyn Field. This 
application was submitted on September 17 and requested $7,000 to offset the costs associated 
with the purchase and installation of said fitness station. The overall cost of a project of this 
kind is approximately $50,000. 
 

 Bergen County CARES Act 
BAI met with Borough Administrator Bob Kakoleski on August 18, 2020 to discuss the 
borough’s CARES labor cost submission regarding its COVID-19 response during the months 
of March and April. BA Kakoleski and BAI discussed a plan to calculate salaried employees 
straight time and “out of title work” dedicated to COVID-19 activities and accounting. Also 
discussed was how to adequately track and portray such time, the level of detail needed for a 
particular job description, and the supporting documentation needed to meet CARES 
requirements. BAI then drafted COVID justification forms for 28 borough employees 
illustrating their job description as it related to COVID-19 and the salary calculation used to 
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determine the reimbursement request. In total for the months of March and April, the borough 
is seeking reimbursement for roughly 1,500 hours of out-of-title straight time work totaling 
$64,343.27. At the time of this report, the borough’s labor submission for March and April 
was pending. BAI will also be assisting the borough in its labor submission for the months 
following March and April. Municipalities have until December 31, 2020 to submit for 
reimbursement through the CARES Act.  
 

 Assistance to Firefighters Grant-Supplemental (AFG-S) 
The borough was recently awarded $4,782.86 through FEMA’s Assistance to Firefighters 
Grant-Supplemental Program which was created in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
application, which was submitted on May 14, 2020 requested funds for the reimbursement of 
goggles, respirators and protective coveralls.  BAI worked with 1st Assistant Chief Thomas 
Twist and Gordon Stelter to submit this application. A local match of $239.14 is required. 
 

 2020 Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund 
Through the month of July, BAI continued follow-up correspondence with the borough and 
County to acquire documents needed to satisfy application requirements, and were not yet 
available at the time of the deadline. These documents included the proof of publication 
affidavits for the borough’s two public notices, as well as the meeting minutes from the 
borough’s public hearing on the project which took place at its 6/22/20 Council meeting. BAI 
submitted the borough’s 2020 Bergen County Open Space application for “Van Winkle Park 
Improvements” on 6/24/20, ahead of the 6/29/20 deadline. This year’s application requested 
$15,018 in matching funds to reconstruct the walking paths throughout the park to make them 
more ADA compliant, furnish and install new park benches and trash receptacles, and replace 
a 6’ chain-link fence along the water line. BAI worked with the Clerk’s office to draft and 
coordinate the publication of two public notices. The notices had to be published at least 10 
days in advance of the Council’s public hearing on the project, once as a display and once as a 
legal ad. BAI ensured the borough complied with all program publication protocols. The 
Council held its hearing at its 6/22/20 meeting. BAI was responsible for composing application 
narratives, creating application attachments (maps etc.) and taking site photos for the project. 
Because Open Space requires original copies, BAI was also responsible for coordinating the 
pickup of originally signed application documents, original resolutions, and mailing them to 
the Open Space office in Hackensack.  
 

 FY21 Municipal Aid Grant Program 
BAI completed and submitted Rutherford’s FY21 Municipal Aid application to the NJDOT 
for Phase 2 of Grand Ave. Last year, BAI helped Rutherford secure $195,000 for Phase 1. This 
year’s proposal was submitted on 6/19/20 requesting $226,145.70 for work spanning from 
Union Ave to Grand Ave’s southerly dead end. BAI drafted the required resolution in support 
of the project adopted by the Council on 6/8/20. BAI coordinated with the clerk’s office to 
ensure that three (3) originally signed copies of the resolution with the Mayor’s signature were 
mailed to the NJDOT’s District #2 Office. BAI was also responsible for composing the 
application narratives, location maps and other required application attachments. 
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 Bergen County 2020 Census Municipal Outreach Grant 
The borough received $5,000 through Bergen County’s 2020 Census Municipal Outreach grant 
program. The proposal, which was submitted on 2/12/20, illustrated the following activities 
the borough would undertake to augment resident engagement with the decennial Census: 
leverage the outreach capacity of community stakeholders such as realtors, community sports 
leaders, churches, schools, and other community organizations, Print Marketing, Media 
Marketing and Refreshments for Events. 

 
 FY19 Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) 

BAI worked with numerous Fire Department personnel to submit a FY19 AFG application on 
3/13/20. The application requested 15 sets of PPE, 50 all-band portable radios, 10 KnoxBox 
Rapid entry systems, and a 4-door crew cab pickup truck which will be used to transport 
equipment and personnel to and from incidents. The total monetary request totaled 
$553,591.43 and for a community of Rutherford’s size, an award will require a match of 5%. 

 
 FY20 Recreational Opportunities for Individuals with Disabilities (ROID) 

The borough was awarded $20,000 through the NJDCA’s ROID program. This funding will 
help offset expenditures for recreation programming for individuals with disabilities. Any 
programmatic expenses incurred between 7/1/2019 and 6/30/2020 associated with the 
borough’s Exceptional Individuals Program, Mix-It-Up Playgroup, as well as its Soccer and 
Basketball Dawgs sports teams are eligible for reimbursement. This application was submitted 
on 9/13/19 and a resolution acknowledging the award’s match requirement (20%) and 
authorizing the submission of the application was adopted by the Council at its 9/9/19 meeting. 

 
 FY20 Transit Village—NJ Department of Transportation (1/2020) 

The borough has received an award of $210,000 from the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation’s FY20 Transit Village Program. This application was submitted on July 18, 
2019, ahead of the July 19 deadline. This highly competitive award will go toward creating a 
more welcoming and helpful environment in Rutherford’s downtown and enhance the 
first/last-mile experience for commuters who utilize this transit hub daily. The application 
submitted proposed a plan to increase the feasibility of commuting by bike through additional 
covered bike parking. Given bicyclist’s unwillingness to leave their bikes exposed to the 
elements, space would be designated within the Kip Ave Garage exclusively for bike parking 
and an awning covered area for additional bike parking was proposed directly outside the 
garage. To complement the bike parking, the application proposed the beautification of Clara’s 
Tunnel which is the quickest walking route between the garage and Station Square. Pedestrians 
are reluctant to utilize the dark, narrow tunnel especially at night. The addition of lighting as 
well as the commissioning of local artists/schools to install art panels to beautify the 
passageway was proposed within the application.  Additionally, the application proposed the 
installation of wayfinding signage placed at the garage, tunnel, and throughout the downtown 
area to direct pedestrians and bicyclists to key destinations (i.e. Clara’s Tunnel, Rutherford 
Station, bike parking, bus stops, parking garage, NJ Transit lot, Williams Plaza, Felician 
University). The utility of the signs would be supported and enhanced by the addition of 
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informational kiosks beginning at the recently refreshed “pocket park” at the southern 
“entrance” to Station Square. A lit kiosk with well-designed infographics identifying points of 
interest, restaurants and services would help draw commuters up Park Avenue. These kiosks 
would have illustrative maps of downtown Rutherford (“You are here” based on placement of 
kiosk) and key points of interest, event calendars, information on multi-modal transit options, 
and promote Rutherford’s shuttle service. This proposal also included a request for shuttle bus 
signage coordinated with the downtown wayfinding signs to increase awareness and linkage 
to Rutherford’s shuttle service.  
 

 2019 Green Acres Stewardship (1/2020) 
The Borough’s 2019 Green Acres Stewardship application for a Raingarden/Bio-Retention 
System at Walls Field was recommended to be funded at its full request of $63,420. The 
borough can anticipate an award letter/contract within the coming weeks, if it has not already 
received. The project proposal which was submitted on 3/28/19 illustrated a total project cost 
of $126,840, and through the program the borough was eligible to receive 50%. The borough 
council held its public hearing on this project on March 25, 2019 and subsequently adopted an 
enabling resolution. A complete copy was sent to the borough when it was submitted to the 
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Green Acres Program on March 28, 
2019.  

 
 FY20 Bergen County Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) (12/19) 

BAI completed and submitted a FY20 Bergen County Community Development Block Grant 
for ADA Accessibility Improvements at Borough Hall. This application requested $192,120 
and was submitted on 12/5/19, ahead of the 12/6/19 deadline. This funding is made available 
to the County through the Department of Housing and Urban Development and enables 
communities to make improvements for road/curb/sidewalk improvements. A resolution 
endorsing the application was adopted by the Mayor and Council at its 12/9/19 meeting and 
was then forwarded to County’s Division of Community Development. Proposed 
improvements illustrated in the application included constructing a vestibule that would 
provide adequate length so a compliant ramp can be constructed within the southern stairwell. 
The existing wheelchair lift at the southern entrance would need to be removed to make these 
improvements and would potentially be placed at the northern entrance which has no ADA 
accessibility whatsoever. Through the CDBG program, the borough was awarded $105,800 for 
curbs and sidewalks along Darwin Ave for its FY19 proposal, and the year prior received 
approximately $23,000 for ADA bathroom upgrades at Memorial Field.  
 

 FY20 Municipal Aid (Grand Avenue) (12/19) 
The borough was recently awarded a $195,000 grant from the NJ Department of 
Transportation’s FY20 Municipal Aid program. This application, which was submitted on 
7/12/19, requested funds for the resurfacing and spot ADA improvements along Grand Avenue 
(from Carneer Avenue to West Erie Avenue). BAI drafted the required municipal endorsing 
resolution which was adopted by the Borough Council at its July 15 meeting. BAI also visited 
Grand Ave to take pictures of the roadway and sidewalk conditions, coordinated with the 
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borough’s engineers, developed the application’s narratives, and created other required 
attachments (i.e. location maps, spreadsheet indicating roadway data). A completed copy with 
all attachments was sent to the borough for its records. 

 
 2019 Bergen County Open Space (Tamblyn Field Pavilion) (12/19) 

BAI learned that the Borough’s 2019 Open Space Trust Fund application for improvements to 
Tamblyn Field was recommended by the Freeholders to be funded at its full request of $32,450. 
This application, which was submitted on 5/16/19 requested matching funds to landscape and 
construct passive amenities at the mid-point area of the park—with a seating area and shade 
structure. The overall project will require the demolition of an existing concrete storage 
building which will be undertaken by the borough. The ground will need extensive work 
including additional soil and aeration to become green/open space again. A Municipal 
Endorsing Resolution was adopted by the Mayor and Council at its meeting on 5/13/19. The 
Freeholders will be finalizing their recommendations at their 12/23/19 meeting and the 
borough can expect a contract regarding the grant sometime in January. 

 
 FY19 Bergen County CDBG (Darwin Ave Curb & Sidewalk Rehab)—$105,800 (6/19) 

The borough received an award of $105,800 for sidewalk and curb rehabilitation along Darwin 
Avenue, from Union Avenue to Carneer Avenue, through the Bergen County Community 
Development Block Grant’s FY19 funding cycle. This proposal was originally slated for the 
same scope of work along Sylvan Street when the proposal was submitted in early December 
2018. In BAI’s dealings with other Bergen County clients, BAI learned that the Census maps 
the County’s Division of Community Development uses to determine income-eligibility, and 
subsequently project eligibility, had changed. BAI reached out to the borough to notify them 
of the map change. At the time, the borough had not received any notice from the County that 
its originally submitted project would be affected. However, upon a more thorough review by 
the County, it advised the borough to select a new project that adhered to the new maps. BAI 
worked with borough personnel and its consulting engineer to submit the appropriate 
documentation to the County. A revised resolution reflecting this new project was adopted by 
the Council at its June 24 meeting. 

 
 FY19 Municipal Aid (Feronia Way, Highland Cross, Eastern Way)—$212,000 (4/19) 

The Borough received notice of an award from an application submitted in October of 2018. 
This application to the NJ Department of Transportation was for roadway improvements to 
Feronia Way, Highland Cross and Eastern Way. The award amount is $212,000 and the project 
contract must be awarded within 2 years. 
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Grant Activity for the Borough of Sayreville: 
October 2020 (Period 10/1/20 to 10/31/20) 

Prepared By: Bruno Associates, Inc. 
 

 HTS Mobilization 2020 Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over Year End Holiday Crackdown 
The NJDOT Division of Highway Traffic Safety’s 2020 Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over Year 
End Holiday Crackdown grant program is accepting applications in SAGE until 11/13/2020. 
The proportion of alcohol-related fatalities in New Jersey is 20.7%. In the North Region, 
impaired driving enforcement grant funding is distributed through the Year-End and August 
/September “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” crackdowns. Sgt. Brian Braile reached out to 
BAI for assistance with the SPD’s 2020 project. BAI will be assisting the borough with the 
narrative portions of its application. The Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over holiday campaign 
focuses on the promotion of safe driving and provides funds for campaign activities such as 
digital signage on main roads as well as overtime for enforcement over the holiday months.  
 

 CTCL Safe Elections 
BAI has successfully submitted Sayreville’s application to the CTCL Safe Elections grant 
program for overtime costs associated with election day 2020. Although most costs have been 
determined reimbursable through the County board of elections, Sayreville has applied for 
approximately $2,000 in funds. The Center for Tech and Civic Life (CTCL) is excited to 
expand our COVID-19 Response Grant program to all U.S. local election jurisdictions. Backed 
by a generous $250M contribution, CTCL will provide grants to local election jurisdictions 
across the country to help ensure you have the staffing, training, and equipment necessary so 
this November every eligible voter can participate in a safe and timely way and have their vote 
counted. CTCL provides funding to U.S. local election offices to help ensure they have the 
critical resources they need to safely serve every voter in 2020. Election offices can use the 
funds to cover certain 2020 expenses incurred between June 15, 2020 and December 31, 2020. 
These include, but are not limited to, the costs associated with the safe administration of the 
following examples of election responsibilities:  

o Ensure Safe, Efficient Election Day Administration 
o Maintain open in-person polling places on Election Day 
o Procure Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and personal disinfectant to protect 

election officials and voters from COVID-19 
o Support and expand drive-thru voting, including purchase of additional signage, 

tents, traffic control, walkie-talkies, and safety measures 
o Expand Voter Education & Outreach Efforts 
o Publish reminders for voters to verify and update their address, or other voter 

registration information, prior to the election 
o Educate voters on safe voting policies and procedures 
o Launch Poll Worker Recruitment, Training & Safety Efforts 
o Recruit and hire a sufficient number of poll workers and inspectors to ensure polling 

places are properly staffed, utilizing hazard pay where required 
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o Provide voting facilities with funds to compensate for increased site cleaning and 
sanitization costs 

o Deliver updated training for current and new poll workers administering elections 
in the midst of pandemic 

o Support Early In-Person Voting and Vote by Mail 
o Expand or maintain the number of in-person early voting sites 
o Deploy additional staff and/or technology improvements to expedite and improve 

mail ballot processing. 
Applications are pending.   
 

 Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation 2021 Q1  
The Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation’s first quarter grant round of 2021 is opening 
October 1st! All fire departments, police departments, and first-responding/EMS agencies are 
encouraged to apply. BAI has sent a grant alert detailing the funding opportunity to the 
Sayreville Fire Department, Police Department, and VAC. Please respond if interested, 
applications are due 11/11/2020. 

 
 It Pay$ to Plug In 

It Pay$ to Plug In provides grants to offset the cost of purchasing and installing electric vehicle 
charging stations. The program is designed to expand New Jersey’s growing network of 
electric vehicle infrastructure, allowing residents, businesses, and government agencies to 
purchase and drive electric vehicles. EVs dramatically reduce vehicle emissions and improve 
air quality for everyone. More funding has been added due to the Volkswagen settlement. The 
funding offered by the NJDEP It Pay$ to Plug In is offered on a rolling/wait-list basis and the 
borough may apply at any point in the future. Please respond if interested. 

 
 New Jersey Transportation Alternatives (NJTAP) 

2020 NJTAP is now open. BAI created and issued a grant alert summarizing the program to 
borough officials. TAP provides federal funds for community based “non-traditional” surface 
transportation projects designed to strengthen the cultural, aesthetic, and environmental aspects 
of the nation’s intermodal system. Surface transportation includes transportation both by land 
and water. Transportation by water includes features like canals, docks, & piers connecting to 
ferry operations. TAP activities are a means of more creatively and sensitively integrating 
transportation facilities into their surrounding communities. What distinguishes TAP activities 
from other worthwhile quality-of-life and environmental activities is their potential to create a 
transportation experience beyond normal expectations.  

Eligible projects include: 
o Design & construction of on-road and off-road trail facilities for pedestrians and 

bicyclists. 
o Conversion and use of abandoned railroad corridors for trails for pedestrians and 

bicyclists. 
o Scenic turnouts, overlooks & viewing areas. 
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o Historic preservation & rehab of historic transportation facilities both land & water 
such as building structures & canals. 

o Community improvement i.e. streetscaping & corridor landscaping. 
o Environmental mitigation to address stormwater management, control, & water 

pollution prevention related to highway construction or due to runoff. 
o Reduce vehicle-caused wildlife mortality or to restore and maintain connectivity 

among terrestrial or aquatic habitats. 
Eligible costs include:  

o Design 
o Right-of-way acquisition 
o Construction 
o Construction inspection 

Please note—costs for Construction Inspection Services should be identified separately if 
funds are desired for this activity. Applicants are encouraged to utilize local funds to pay 
for pre-construction activities such as preliminary design, final design, right of way and 
environmental documentation. Please respond if interested. 
 

 The Keep America Beautiful/Coca-Cola Public Spaces Recycling Bin Grant 
After calls with BA Dan Frankel and talks with the Sayreville Environmental Commission 
(Councilwoman Michele Maher and Recycling Coordinator Elyse Barone), BAI initiated 
research to meet the need for recycling bins in Sayreville’s public parks. The KAB Coca-Cola 
Public Spaces Recycling Bin Grant offers an annual grant program to expand access to 
recycling in public places across the US. While most Americans have access to recycling in 
their homes, finding recycling bins in public spaces such as downtown areas, athletic fields or 
event venues can be a challenge. As we increasingly live “on-the-go” lifestyles, research and 
common sense tell us that people are less likely to recycle if they don’t have a convenient 
access to recycling bins. The Keep America Beautiful/Coca-Cola Public Spaces Recycling Bin 
Grant Program is designed to help communities overcome this barrier by providing recycling 
bins in public spaces. rant recipients are selected by Keep America Beautiful based on their 
potential to collect cans and bottles as well as creating new or expanded access to recycling 
opportunities in a community. This includes: providing recycling access to greater numbers of 
people; providing access in environmentally sensitive areas, e.g. along waterways; and the 
potential to increase overall recycling participation in a community. Keep America Beautiful 
selects recipients based on the merits of their proposal, then works with its vendors to arrange 
delivery of the bins at no cost to the grant recipients. Proposals are accepted once a year during 
a month-long application period. The application period for the 2020 grant cycle concluded on 
Dec. 31, 2019. BAI will alert Sayreville officials immediately upon the grant re-opening for 
FY2021.  

 
 USDA Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Program 

The Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Program (CFP) is a competitive grant 
program whereby local governments, qualified nonprofit organizations, and federally 
recognized Indian tribes are eligible to apply for grants to establish community forests that 
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provide community benefits through fee simple acquisition of private forest land.  Specifically, 
the USDA Forest Service is requesting proposals for community forest projects that protect 
forest land that has been identified as a national, regional, or local priority for protection and 
to assist communities in acquiring forestland that will provide public recreation, environmental 
and economic benefits, and forest-based educational programs. 

 
 NJDOT Local Freight Impact Fund 

NJDOT’s Local Freight Impact Fund (LFIF) is a competitive $30.1 million program, which 
was created as part of Transportation Trust Fund (TTF) reauthorization in October 2016. The 
program helps New Jersey’s municipalities and counties fund projects that emphasize and 
enhance the safe movement of large truck traffic, renew aging structures that carry large truck 
traffic, promote economic development, and support new transportation opportunities. 
Under the program, projects that fall into four categories are eligible for funding: 

o Pavement Preservation - to improve pavement conditions in support of freight 
travel on 

o municipal/county transportation infrastructure. 
o Truck Safety and Mobility - to improve large truck access, routing and mobility 

along the 
o municipal/county roadway system. 
o Bridge Preservation - to improve bridge ratings/conditions in support of freight 

travel on 
o municipal/county transportation infrastructure. 
o New Construction - to promote new construction in support of freight travel on 
o municipal/county transportation infrastructure. 

The grants are administered by the NJDOT Division of Local Aid and Economic 
Development. NJDOT staff evaluate projects using a variety of criteria including: existing 
conditions, overall traffic volume, percentage of large truck traffic, crash frequency, 
connectivity to freight nodes, among others. Applications are due November 10, 2020. If 
Sayreville has qualified roads meeting the minimum 10% heavy truck volume, the Boro is 
eligible to apply. Please respond if interested.  

 
 GameTime Grants for Playgrounds 

GameTime Grants for Playgrounds is offering funding through October 30, 2020! GameTime 
Grants for Playgrounds offers three-levels of matching grants for playground equipment. These 
grants are best suited for municipalities with a shovel-ready project, looking to install playsets. 
To qualify for up to 100% matching grant, list price of the qualifying playground system must 
exceed $50,000, and payment in full must accompany your order. For play systems with a list 
price of less than $50,000 with payment in full, GameTime playground grants are available 
with matching funds up to 85%. For play systems that exceed $15,000, and purchased with 
credit terms, matching funds are available up to 70%. Matching funds are subject to rounding 
rules and may vary based on qualified purchase. No other offer, discount, or special programs 
can be used with this grant program. This special matching fund offer applies to PowerScape®, 
PrimeTime®, Xscape®, and IONiX® systems only. Select THRIVE (up to $7,000), Challenge 
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Course (up to $25,000) and Modern City (up to $11,000) structures are available with specific 
funding awards limits. All applications must be validated by the project administrator. 
GameTime reserves the right to decline any application for a GameTime grant. Orders 
accepted by GameTime must ship by December 31, 2020. This offer expires October 30, 2020. 
GameTime playground grants can only be applied to additional GameTime purchases and only 
in conjunction with the original purchase. Standard policies and warranties as listed in the 2020 
GameTime Playground Design Guide apply. Freight and applicable sales tax are extra and not 
included. Funding options include: Up to 100% matching funds on play systems 

o Up to $25,000 in matching funds for Challenge Course 
o Up to $11,000 in matching funds for Modern City structures 
o Up to $7,000 in matching funds for THRIVE fitness systems 

 
 NJDOH Hepatitis Inoculation Reimbursement Program 

The New Jersey Department of Health (DOH) has announced that municipalities can apply for 
reimbursements from the Hepatitis Inoculation Fund for the costs of hepatitis B inoculations 
for certain emergency medical technicians, firefighters, and police officers. The funds are a 
continuation of monies already distributed for this purpose between 1996 and 2019 in 
accordance with N.J.A.C. 8:57B. Each municipality can receive up to $5,000 in reimbursement 
for the cost of protecting its emergency medical technicians, firefighters and police officers 
against hepatitis B. Funding will be based on the collection of state forfeiture recoveries from 
confiscated property involved in illegal activity. First preference will be given to municipalities 
with volunteer EMTs and volunteer firefighters. Second priority will be given to municipalities 
with a combined total of fewer than 100 EMTs, firefighters, and police officers. Finally, 
municipalities with more than 100 emergency services workers will receive funding.  DOH 
may assign applicants a number and hold a lottery to determine the order of funding. All first 
priority municipalities will receive money before second and third priority municipalities can 
be reimbursed. If funds are depleted at any point, distributions will stop until more money is 
available. Reimbursements will then continue in the order established by the lottery. 
Reimbursements cannot be made to those already reimbursed under this program or those 
whose medical insurance pays for the full cost of the hepatitis inoculation, but municipalities 
can claim expense reimbursement for any portion of the cost disallowed by such medical 
insurance. Please respond if interested.  

 
 Lt. Joseph P. DiBernardo Memorial Foundation 

BAI has re-submitted the SFD’s Lt. DiBernardo grant application, with updated requested 
documents. An updated copy was also mailed to the foundation as required. submitted an 
application on behalf of the Sayreville Fire Department to the Lt. DiBernardo Foundation for 
Personal Rope Safety Bailout Systems. After talks with Chief Kevin Krushinski, it was 
determined borough safety rope systems were upwards of 20 years old and were no longer 
safe. The Borough will be applying for twelve (12) PRSS. There is no cost share required. The 
Lt. Joseph P. DiBernardo Memorial Foundation provides grants to fire departments in need of 
personal safety rope systems. Volunteer and Career Fire Departments may apply for Personal 
Rope Safety Systems and subsequent training for members up to $12,000 per-year. 
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Applications are due via electronic and mail copy by September 1, 2020. BAI is currently 
sending various other documentation to the foundation including an updated vendor quote 
limited to the $12,000 maximum request. BAI will need a bank statement from the SFD 
showing reserve funds.  

 
 COPS Hiring 

The Borough of Sayreville was awarded USDOJ FY20 COPS Hiring funds in the amount of 
$1,000,000; requesting eight (8) new officers. BAI drafted a press release for the Borough and 
has assisted in the process of award acceptance through the COPS online portal. Chief John 
Zebrowski has successfully signed the award, and a signature from CFO Denise Biancamano 
is pending due to technical difficulties. BAI obtained a Letter of Support through Congressman 
Frank Pallone’s office in support of the SPD’s COPS application. BAI met with Police Chief 
John Zebrowski, Captain Dan Plumaker, Sgt. Brian Braile, and Tom Sheehan on 2/25 to 
discuss the FY20 COPS Hiring Grant as well as other grant opportunities. BAI initiated, 
completed, and submitted the COPS Hiring application on the USDOJ COPS Portal. The SPD 
requested 8 officers. Gained access to Grants.gov in order to complete the mandatory federal 
SF424 and other forms. Gained access to COPS portal through Sheehan. This USDOJ program 
provides funding to hire and re-hire entry level career law enforcement officers in order to 
preserve jobs, increase community policing capacities and support crime prevention efforts. 
Funding under this program may be used to: 

o Hire new officers 
o Rehire officers (laid off as a result of budget reductions) 
o Rehire officers (at the time of application, currently scheduled to be laid off as a   

result of budget reductions) 
This year’s program funds as many positions as possible for successful applicants; 
however, the number of officer positions requested by an agency may be reduced based on 
the availability of funding and other programmatic considerations. It also provides 75 
percent of the approved entry-level salaries and fringe benefits of each newly hired and/or 
rehired full-time officer, up to $125,000 per officer position, over the three-year (36 month) 
grant period. Lastly, the application requires applicants to identify a specific crime and 
disorder problem/focus area and explain how CHP funding will be used to implement 
community policing approaches to that problem/focus area. BAI re-submitted application 
after Data Verification. Applications were due March 11. 

 
 IMLS 

BAI has assisted the Borough of Sayreville and the Sayreville Free Public Library in 
completing and successfully submitting a grant application to the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services for its 2020 IMLS—CARES Act grant. The Sayreville Free Public Library 
has applied for a $140,090 grant to fund various safety implementations including contactless 
check-out kiosks, a Chromebook Community Lending Program, document centers, and more 
through the grant. BAI coordinated with Library Director Leah Kloc and the full librarian staff 
to complete and submit the application with the deadline of June 12. The Institute of Museum 
and Library Services today announced two new funding opportunities for museums, libraries, 
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federally recognized tribes, and organizations that primarily serve Native Hawaiians. The 
combined $15 million federal investment will provide direct support to these institutions, 
equipping them to respond to community needs resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
CARES Act allocated funding to IMLS to enable libraries, museums, and organizations 
serving tribal communities to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, including by 
expanding digital network access, purchasing Internet accessible devices, and providing 
technical support services to their communities. The $15 million available through these new 
grants follows previous phases of funding announced over the past few weeks. Applications 
are currently pending and awards are expected in August 2020.  

 
 Library Construction Bond Act Grant Program 

BAI has completed and successfully submitted Sayreville Free Public Library’s Library 
Construction Bond Act grant application to the state of New Jersey for the Sayreville Public 
Library’s request for an addition of a separate Young Adult Room off of the Children’s Section 
to the library in the amount of $892,480.00. BAI has attended (3) conference calls via Zoom 
with library staff and the architect team at USA. BAI has worked with the library board and 
Borough Clerk Jessica Morelos and Borough Attorney to amend the resolution to reflect the 
adjusted cost estimate. The updated timeline for the LCBA reflects that recommendations to 
the Legislature will be made on or around September 2020, as well as the notification of 
grantees. Between on or circa October through December 2020 proof of funding must be 
submitted, with funds available on or about January 2021. Grantees will have (3) months 
following the notification of eligibility for a grant award to submit evidence (via a resolution 
or otherwise) that funds have been appropriated or bonds or debt have been authorized for 
financing of the project, the grant shall be cancelled. BAI met with Library Director Leah Kloc 
and toured the library in early February. BAI is initiating work on the mandatory 7-page 
narrative as well as Community Analysis. BAI received endorsing resolution for the project as 
well as the Certification of Match. BAI is in touch with Peter and Samantha of AIA and is 
working in tandem with the architects and Library Director to complete the application. A 
conference call is scheduled for the first week of May. An endorsing resolution acknowledging 
the 1:1 match requirement is a mandatory application attachment and must be signed by both 
Borough officials and the Library Board President and Library Board Secretary. Received 
contact information from the architects responsible for the project. BAI still needs the deed 
from the Borough for the library to include in the grant application. Grant program overview: 
The State Library in concert with the NJ Education Facilities Authority are offering grant 
funding to improve NJ public libraries. The application submission period will begin March 9 
and will close June 5 (this deadline reflects an extension due to the COVID-19 Pandemic). 
Municipalities and public libraries will have the opportunity to request matching funds for a 
variety of improvements. Expenses for moving to and from a temporary facility, when the 
facility is under construction and isn’t safe as determined by architect and rent for up to 1 year. 
Applications are currently pending. Awards are expected to be announced in the fall (October) 
of 2020. 

 
 AFG-S FEMA AFG-S COVID-19 Supplemental Round II.  
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FEMA has announced its second round of AFG-S COVID-19 Supplemental grants. Round II 
will be open strictly to volunteer and combination fire departments; no career departments nor 
EMS organizations are able to apply for this round of funding. The objectives of the AFG-S 2 
program are to provide critically needed resources that equip personnel to respond to the 
COVID-19 public health emergency and support community resilience. The AFG-S grant 
provides funding to fire departments with the goal of preventing, preparing for, and responding 
to the COVID-19 pandemic locally. Funds may be used for PPE supplies, equipment, and other 
services directly related to COVID-19 response. Requested funds can be reimbursed or 
provided for Immediate Use PPE or for Future Response Capabilities. Applications are due in 
FEMA GO by 11/13/2020. Please respond if interested. The SFD was awarded $37,195.07 in 
the first round of AFG-S. Please respond if interested. 
 

 Safe and Secure Communities 
BAI has further assisted the Borough with its Safe and Secure grant closeout from 2019 process 
as well as the grant narratives for 2019 and 2020. BAI has assisted Chief Zebrowski with the 
final grant narrative, the second step in the post-application process. Chief Zebrowski must 
then send this narrative and signature to Jim Reilley of the NJOAG for final voucher payment 
and grant approval. BAI has completed and submitted the Sayreville Police Department’s 
application to the 2020 Safe and Secure Communities grant program. Obtained the application 
packet mailed by the OAG on March 24 from Chief Zebrowski. Worked with Borough Clerk 
Jessica Morelos to obtain signatures of Mayor Kilpatrick and Chief Zebrowski; application 
packet and resolution was also mailed to the OAG by Jessica. Sayreville is eligible for the full 
$60,000 through Safe and Secure and will be applying again to offset the salaries of Officer 
Cebulski and Officer Morales. BAI has completed most of the grant application and is awaiting 
signatures from Sayreville Officials. BAI has also created and sent the resolution required for 
the grant application to the Borough Clerk. SPD currently employs 88 fulltime sworn officers 
and the SPD’s full complement is 85 officers; SPD is still eligible as 2 officers will be retiring 
June 1, bringing the force to 86. The Safe and Secure Grant Program is designed to provide 
eligible municipalities with state funding to support the salary of law enforcement personnel 
to address crime in a community-oriented manner. The Department of Law and Public Safety, 
through DCJ, administers the Safe and Secure Grant Program. Funding for the Safe and Secure 
grant program is derived from fines imposed upon criminal convictions. The grant essentially 
offsets the cost of two officers. The Program requires a municipality to increase the number of 
law enforcement personnel through the use of grant funds, and then maintain that total number 
of law enforcement personnel – also known as a complement. A municipality may not 
participate in the Safe and Secure Grant Program if it reduces the total number of law 
enforcement personnel below its baseline regular complement (before those added with grant 
funds). Eligible municipalities must pay all fringe benefit costs associated with the personnel 
hired, as well as all costs in excess of the grant award. As a condition of the grant, a 
municipality agrees that it will not reduce its baseline regular complement of police officers 
and other law enforcement personnel. Sayreville is an eligible police department for the New 
Jersey Safe and Secure Communities grant program and received a 2019 Safe and Secure grant. 
Obtained 2019’s application from Chief Zebrowski. The application is currently pending.  
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 Gary Sinise Foundation 

BAI has completed and submitted a grant application to the Gary Sinise Foundation: First 
Responders Grant, specifically for COVID-19 relief. BAI worked closely with Denise 
Biancamano and Chief of Police Zebrowski as well as the two Sayreville EMS Squads in order 
to compile MPOs, invoices, and various costs incurred from COVID-19 spending. The Gary 
Sinise Foundation is offering grants to first responding agencies nationwide and currently 
directing its First Responder grant funds to COVID19 relief activities. The Borough of 
Sayreville has submitted an application for reimbursement requesting the maximum grant 
award amount of $50,000. The application is currently pending.  

 
 Highway and Traffic Safety (HTS) Grants 

BAI has made requested edits to the Borough’s Federal Highway and Traffic Safety grant at 
request of NJDOT’s Edward O’Connor. Edits made include increasing the requested overtime 
enforcement hours and eliminating the request for visual indicator signage, available next year. 
BAI has assisted The Borough of Sayreville with two current grant opportunities from the 
Division of Highway and Traffic Safety (HTS): HTS State Pedestrian Safety Enforcement & 
Education Fund 2021 and HTS Federal Highway Safety Grant 2021. 2021 Clicket or Ticket 
grants are also of interest to the SPD however funding is suspended until approximately August 
due to COVID19. BAI worked in close contact with HTS representative Ed O’Connor to obtain 
guidance on these grant programs. Applicants must demonstrate that their respective 
township/enforcement region has a significant highway or traffic safety issue through data and 
a strong plan of action for how to combat these various problems to highway/traffic and 
pedestrian safety. BAI has coordinating with Sergeant Brian Braile at the SPD to determine 
solid projects and strategies for these 3 opportunities. BAI has gained access to Sayreville’s 
SAGE accounts and has initiated logistics and applications. The SPD applied to FY21 
Pedestrian Safety for overtime enforcement hours as well as visible indicators such as Digital 
Speed Indicator and Illuminated Crosswalk signs in the amount of $24,440. SPD was awarded 
$23,160 for overtime enforcement hours and two (2) digital speed indicator signs. SPD also 
applied to the FY21 Federal Traffic Safety program requesting overtime enforcement hour 
reimbursement at a rate of $55.00/hour for 30 overtime hours a month over the 14 month period 
of performance in the total requested amount of $23,100 The deadlines are as follows: Click It 
or Ticket: April 24; Federal Highway Safety Grant 2021: April 30; State Pedestrian Safety 
Enforcement & Education Fund 2021: April 30. Applications (3) are in progress.  

 
 HTS Mobilization 2020 Distracted Driving Crackdown 

BAI assisted the Sayreville Police Department in submission of its 2020 Distracted Driving 
Crackdown in SAGE. BAI was able to properly re-assign roles in SAGE-giving mayor 
Kilpatrick authority to authorize all applications, while CFO Biancamano can oversee the 
proper financial administrator role. HTS Distracted Driving Crackdown grants address the 
safety issue of distracted driving and pay through grant reimbursements overtime pay (up to 
$55/hour) for officers addressing these issues locally with an approved enforcement strategy. 
The total grant amount requested is $8,250.00. Application is pending.  
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 DR-4488  

Disaster Declaration-DD Funding through FEMA. This application is initially available 
through https://njemgrants.org/. Applicants may login or create an account by clicking the 
Apply Now button within the red banner to create a new account. This portal is the same used 
during Hurricane Sandy relief. Municipalities initially need to submit a Request For Public 
Assistance or “RPA” through NJEMGrants and then they will be prompted to confirm a 
username and password in a separate Grants Portal: https://grantee.fema.gov/ Submitting an 
RPA enables access to the separate Grants Portal so it does not mean that the application is 
submitted. The actual application is submitted via the Grants Portal. As of 5/8/2020 Sayreville 
had submitted an RPA but had not completed the second step. NJOEM contact: Keith Cherney. 

 
 NJDEP Green Acres 

For Green Acres purposes, “development” is the improvement of parkland with facilities for 
outdoor recreation and/or conservation purposes. Examples of development projects include 
construction of tot lots, athletic fields, running tracks, athletic courts, walkways, trails, boat 
ramps and boardwalks. Structures that will be used to support the outdoor recreation use of 
parkland (such as restrooms, maintenance sheds, or concession stands) may be constructed 
with Green Acres funds. Applications accepted on a rolling basis. The Green Acres Local 
Stewardship Matching Grant eligible projects include: 
o Costs eligible for funding include the cost of plants, soil, and related materials, 

boardwalk/trails materials, 
o Interpretive signage, invasive species removal, fencing, etc. Professional services (e.g., 

design, engineering, and supervision) up to 13% of the cost of the project (construction), 
and preliminary assessment costs associated with the project site are eligible.  
Other incidental costs, individually itemized, related to the stewardship project, including: 

o Legal, advertising, permit fees, and preliminary planning and engineering necessary for the 
preparation of the application, are eligible up to an established cap. 
 

 NJUCF Stewardship Grant 
Eligible projects include Tree Planting/Reforestation and/or Resiliency Planning Applicants 
must be NJUCF Accredited according to the current program guidelines 
(www.communityforestry.nj.gov). Accreditation means that the applicant has: 

o A current, approved Community Forestry Management Plan (CFMP). 
o Two (2) Core trained representatives - one (1) municipal employee and one (1) 

volunteer. 
o Satisfied the annual Continuing Education Unit (CEU) requirement - a total of 

eight (8) CEUs between at least two (2) individuals each calendar year. This 
requirement does not apply to applicants who are in the initial year of CFMP 
implementation. 

o Submitted an Annual Accomplishment Report by February 15 for the previous 
calendar year 
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 Radon Awareness Program (RAP) 

The Radon Awareness Program is a reimbursement program for New Jersey schools and 
municipalities for radon test kits. New Jersey has some of the highest levels of Radon, a toxic 
compound, in our soil. Radon kits can be purchased by municipalities for reimbursement by 
the state and offered on a first come first serve basis. Issued grant alert for RAP. Awards are 
offered on a rolling basis. Please respond if interested. 

 
 Direct Install-NJ Clean Energy Program 

BAI is still awaiting the Sayreville Constellation Energy contract in order to move forward. 
Receive up to 70% off of your energy efficiency upgrade. Sometimes, the biggest challenge to 
improving energy efficiency is knowing where to start and how to get through the process. 
Created specifically for existing small to medium-sized facilities, Direct Install is a turnkey 
solution that makes it easy and affordable to upgrade to high efficiency equipment. We will 
provide you with a FREE energy assessment and a participating contractor will work with you 
to cut your facility’s energy costs by replacing lighting, HVAC and other outdated operational 
equipment with energy efficient alternatives. The program pays up to 70% of retrofit costs, 
dramatically improving your payback on the project. Entities owned or operated by 
municipalities, counties, K-12 public schools, and customers located in Urban Enterprise 
Zones or Opportunity Zones may be eligible for up to 80% of the cost of the installed measures.  

 
 Firefighter’s Charitable Foundation 

The Firefighter’s Charitable Foundation provides grants on a rolling basis (no deadline) for 
fire departments across multiple categories. The FCF funds the following initiatives: AED 
(Automatic External Defibrillator)—This grant is available nationally to an organization that 
would like to implement an AED program for their community; Fire Department Equipment 
Program—This grant is available for Volunteer (and Paid) Fire Departments to purchase 
firefighting equipment. It also provides assistance to acquire tools, clothing and other 
necessary items needed; Community Smoke Detector Program—This grant is available for 
Volunteer Fire Departments, Safe Kids Coalitions, and other organization to assist with 
implementation of a smoke detector, battery replacement program in their local community; 
and Juvenile Fire-setter Prevention and Intervention Program—This grant is available for any 
Fire Department (Volunteer or Paid) and other organization wishing to implement a "Juvenile 
Fire-setter Prevention and Intervention Program." There are currently thousands of these 
prevention programs throughout the United States. The grant helps offset the initial costs of 
setting up the program with items such as instructional material, users guide, audio/visual 
equipment and other related printing. Please respond if interested. 

 
 BJA JAG 

In general, JAG funds awarded to a unit of local government under this FY 2020 solicitation 
may be used to provide additional personnel, equipment, supplies, contractual support, 
training, technical assistance, and information systems for criminal justice, including any one 
or more of the following: 

o Law enforcement programs 
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o Prosecution and court programs 
o Prevention and education programs 
o Corrections and community corrections programs 
o Drug treatment and enforcement programs 
o Planning, evaluation, and technology improvement programs 
o Crime victim and witness programs (other than compensation) 
o Mental health programs and related law enforcement and corrections programs, 

including behavioral programs and crisis intervention teams 
Additionally, JAG funds awarded to a unit of local government under this FY 2020 
solicitation may be used to enforce state and local laws that establish offenses similar to 
offenses. Chief Zebrowski inquired regarding 2020 JAG funds. Unfortunately, Sayreville 
was not one of the chosen municipalities meeting formula eligibility criteria to meet this 
year’s funding criteria.  
 

 FEMA BRIC (Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities)  
FEMA’s new BRIC program is officially open to applicants and sub applicants. BAI may be 
assisting the Borough of Sayreville with an application to the new FEMA Program-BRIC for 
the Borough’s Duhernal Dam spillway infrastructure concerns. BAI has continued attending 
the BRIC Summer Engagement virtual series every Wednesday for program information. After 
extensive correspondence with FEMA Region II Thomas Song and the NJDEP Bureau of Dam 
Safety the BRIC program was recommended. Building Resilient Infrastructure and 
Communities (BRIC) will support states, local communities, tribes and territories, as they 
undertake hazard mitigation projects reducing the risks they face from disasters and natural 
hazards. BRIC is a new FEMA pre-disaster hazard mitigation program that replaces the 
existing Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) program and is a result of amendments made to 
Section 203 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford 
Act) by Section 1234 of the Disaster Recovery Reform Act of 2018 (DRRA). The BRIC 
program guiding principles are supporting communities through capability- and capacity-
building; encouraging and enabling innovation; promoting partnerships; enabling large 
projects; maintaining flexibility; and providing consistency. The Building Resilient 
Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) program aims to categorically shift the federal focus 
away from reactive disaster spending and toward research-supported, proactive investment in 
community resilience. FEMA anticipates BRIC funding projects that demonstrate innovative 
approaches to partnerships, such as shared funding mechanisms, and/or project design. For 
example, an innovative project may bring multiple funding sources or in-kind resources from 
a range of private and public sector stakeholders or offer multiple benefits to a community in 
addition to the benefit of risk reduction. Through BRIC, FEMA will continue to invest in a 
variety of mitigation activities with an added focus on infrastructure projects, and community 
lifelines. 

 
 FEMA Port Security Grant 

Discussed the feasibility of the SPD/Borough receiving a FEMA Port Security Grant, as many 
surrounding municipalities such as Perth Amboy have received. Sayreville must first have a 
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port before any application can be put together. Groundbreaking on the Borough’s first port 
may begin as soon as Summer 2020. BAI will continue to conduct research into this FEMA 
grant and monitor the status of the proposed port in Sayreville. 

 
Miscellaneous/Administrative: 

 BAI has updated the Borough’s Grants.gov, pending expiration  
 BAI has assisted Recycling Coordinator Elyse Barrone in drafting a template In-Kind letter. 
 BAI has submitted a formal amendment to the Borough’s AFG-S awarded application to 

eliminate duplicated funds reimbursed through CARES. Amendment was submitted and 
accepted by New Jersey FEMA Fire Grants specialist Clayton Thompson on 10/28. 

 Assisted Chief Magaw with award expenses related to AFG-S award. 
 Assisted Gwen Knight with validity of various emails related to ASAP and JustGrants. 
 BAI has sent the latest COPS USDOJ guidance and stipulations for funding to SPD officials. 

An independent credentialing body will now certify an applying law enforcement agency if it 
determines — or, within the past 36 months, has already determined — that the agency is in 
compliance with two mandatory safe policing principles in the Principles on Safe Policing and 
Use of Force.  Certification is a prerequisite to a law enforcement agency’s eligibility for 
Department of Justice discretionary grant funding. Agencies will be required to obtain 
certification by January 31, 2021 in order to be eligible for federal funds in 2021. The 
credentialing body will maintain a list of certified agencies within its jurisdiction, and submit 
this list to the U.S. Department of Justice’s Office of Community Oriented Policing Services 
(or “COPS Office”), which will serve as the repository for the list of all eligible law 
enforcement agencies.” 

 BAI has been in contact with Chris Testa, NJ FEMA Region II local representative to discuss 
the feasibility of Sayreville’s Duhernal project. Testa recommends opting for a FEMA Dam 
Safety grant rather than a BRIC application. BAI is working with Dan Frankel and David 
Leitner on this undertaking. 

 Correspondence with Patrick Kiernan regarding Body Worn Camera funding and upgrading 
indoor range grants. BAI has initiated research on these two LE requests. A Body Worn 
Camera grant through the DOJ is expected to open Spring of 2021.  

 Emails with Dan Frankel regarding recycling receptacle project idea with Sayreville 
Environmental Commission: Elyse & Michele Maher. BAI received project details and looked 
into the Dr. Pepper Snapple Park Infrastructure Grant as well as the Keep America Beautiful 
Grant 

 Emails with Gwen Knight regarding FDS registration.  
 BAI accepted AFG-S FEMA grant award in FEMA GO with permission from BA Frankel and 

Chief Krushinski. 
 BAI again provided a copy of all awarded grants to date to Councilwoman Michele Maher. 
 Sent Denise Biancamano full copy of the HTS Pedestrian Safety grant and award letter to pass 

the correlating Chapter 159 resolution.  
 BAI is still awaiting the Borough’s contract with Constellation Energy in order to move 

forward with Direct Install. 
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 BAI is interested in a Taurus Energy consultation/assessment with the Borough. 
 BAI has alerted Borough officials including EBIZ POC Gwen Knight regarding the need to 

register for the new ASAP system; all Department of Justice payments will now be processed 
through this new system beginning October 15 with GMRS phase out. ASAP/JustGrants will 
be the new portal to spend down any USDOJ grant funding, i.e. COPS Hiring Funds which the 
borough has secured and will need to spend down over the next three years.  

 BAI is researching the MacArthur/Weber Avenue site devastated by Superstorm Sandy to see 
if any trail-building or preservation grants could apply to this site. 

 BAI has advised the Borough regarding the BJA CESF (Bureau of Justice Assistance 
Coronavirus Emergency Supplemental Funding); Sayreville was not one of the eligible 
jurisdictions as outlines in the solicitation.  

 BAI will continue to coordinate with Gwen Knight regarding grants management, specifically 
HUD, SPEARS and IDIS work. 

 BAI completed revisions with Gwen Knight to the Borough with Bailey Park Improvements/ 
FY20 Legislative Grant (SAGE): Reviewed email sent to Danielle Maiorana from Jennifer 
Underwood at the NJDCA; The $500,000 Legislative Grant that was awarded and the 
“Sayreville Water Treatment” RFP now open in SAGE and due March 27. Spoke with Jennifer 
Underwood a the NJDCA to assist. BAI assisted Gwen Knight in revisions and resubmission.  

 BAI will monitor the application periods for Open Space, CDBG, and other county-level 
grants. 

 General research through foundations, local, county, state, and federal funds. 
 
 
Recently Awarded:  

 
 FEMA AFG-S COVID-19 Supplemental: $37,195.07  
 USDOJ COPS Hiring: $1,000,000.00 
 Division of Highway & Traffic Safety FY21 Pedestrian Safety Grant: $23,160.00 
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Berkeley Township 
October 2020 Grant Report 

Prepared By: Bruno Associates, Inc. 
 
 
Grant Work: 
 

 BAI  has  successfully  submitted  Berkeley’s  first  ROID  grant  application.  The  ROID,  or 

Recreational Opportunities for  Individuals with Disabilities program sponsored through 

the New  Jersey Department of Community Affairs provides  funding  for governmental 

entities  to  develop  or  expand  recreational  programs  for  individuals  with  disabilities 

within  their  communities.  FY21  ROID  closed October  30,  2020. After  a meeting with 

Recreation  Director  Mark  Dykoff  and  Supervisor  Debra  Reuter,  the  Township  had 

determined a project  surrounding Berkeley’s  Summer Camp, Manitou Park Basketball 

Program, and annual Easter Egg Hunt. BAI worked closely with the Berkeley Recreation 

Department  as well  as  Jennifer Underwood  at  the NJDCA  throughout  the  application 

process. BAI has  submitted  the  township’s application  requesting  the maximum grant 

amount  of  $20,000  which  would  help  offset  costs  for  these  various  recreational 

programs hosted by the Township annually, with a new special  focus on children with 

cognitive disabilities. A $4,000 match is required. An endorsing resolution was provided 

to the DCA on 10/28. Applications are currently pending.   

 

 BAI has submitted the Berkeley Police Department EMS Division’s first quarter of 2021 

Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation application  in the amount of $20,106.48. BAI 

again  assisted  the BPD, working with  Zach Kolas,  to  re‐submit  a  request  for  a  LUCAS 

Automatic  Chest  Compression  system.  All  fire  departments,  police  departments,  and 

first‐responding/EMS agencies are encouraged to apply.  

 

 BAI met  with  Recreation  Director Mark  Dykoff  and  Supervisor  of  Recreation  Debra 
Reuter on 9/24 to discuss various recreational grants  including NJDCA’s ROID program, 
GameTime  Grants,  NJ  Transit  5310,  as  well  as  other  playground/outdoor  funding 
opportunities.  BAI will  be  assisted  the  Township with  a  ROID  application  and will  be 
researching  funding pertaining  to  the Veteran’s Park concession stand and bathrooms 
construction proposal. 
 

 BAI has been made  aware of  the  Township’s  intentions  to possibly pursue  an NJDEP 
Green Acres grant for the Twp’s Eastern Blvd athletic fields. BAI has put in an inquiry to 
the NJDEP, which  is not currently accepting grant applications but  is open to  letters of 
intent/initial  proposals. BAI  spoke with Bruce W. Bechtloff,  Program  Specialist  at  the 
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Green Acres Program  to  garner more  information.  The  Township does have  an open 
project with the NJDEP dated October 23, 2019 and may need to complete the project 
prior to submitting another proposal for funding.  
 

 BAI  continues  to  research  funding  for  Bulletproof  Vests  for  the  BPD,  a  funding  gap 
highlighted by Mayor Carmen Amato and Lt. Ryan Roth. The Patrick Leahy Bulletproof 
Vest Partnership is an annual grant program that BAI will assist the Township with upon 
opening in Spring 2021. BAI issued a grant alert for the Patrick Leahey Bulletproof Vest 
Partnership  Program  (BVP)  earlier  in  2020.  Berkeley  typically  applies  annually  to  this 
program.  Lt.  Ryan  Roth  confirmed  that  BPD  has  already  submitted  their  application 
internally.  
 

 The Tri‐Boro First Aid Squad has accepted a FEMA AFG‐S COVID‐19 supplemental grant 
award pertaining to COVID preparedness and response in the amount of $4,168.41. BAI 
has assisted  in the writing of a press release announcing the award with the TBFAS  in 
coordination with Berkeley Township and other municipalities served by the Squad. BAI 
has also offered guidance to TBFAS Captain Marie Rice pertaining to the post‐award and 
spend‐down  process. A  second  round  of  funding  of AFG‐S  COVID‐19  supplemental  is 
opening in October, however only volunteer fire departments will be eligible to apply to 
this funding cycle (funding will exclude EMS organizations).  
 

 BAI  coordinated with  Township  officials  to  accept  the  BPD’s  COPS Hiring  award.  The 
award document signatures had  to be re‐singed by Twp. Administrator Camera rather 
than CFO Ebenau. The COPS award has officially been accepted and signed by both the 
Law Enforcement and Government Executive and the spend‐down process may begin. 
The USDOJ  COPS Hiring  Portal  for  processing  award  payments  is  switching  to  a  new 
government system, ASAP and Just Grants this October. The Township must register for 
the new systems  in order to continue the spend‐down process. The SAM.gov EBIZ POC 
(E‐Business  Point  of  Contact)  should  have  gotten  two  (2)  emails  in  August  with  a 
temporary username and password to set up the accounts. 
 

 The Township of Berkeley has been notified that its recently submitted proposal to the 
NJBPU  Clean  Fleet  application  requesting  the  amount  of  $5,500  has  been  approved.  
The Township  is currently awaiting approval  to  the  It Pay$  to Plug  In program before 
moving  forward  on  accepting  funds.  The  NJBPU  Clean  Fleet  Program  provides 
reimbursements  on  the  purchase  of  light  duty  electric  vehicles  of  up  to  $4,000  and 
reimbursements of up to $1,500 for Level Two charging stations. Berkeley Township  is 
looking to procure a 2020 Black Chevy Bolt and a Level 2 Charging Station, pending the 
status  of  the  Township’s  It  Pays  to  Plug  In  application.  Berkeley  Township  will  be 
partnering with the Middlesex Regional Educational Cooperative on this initiative. 
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 BAI has completed and submitted an application  to  the NJDEP with a proposal  to  the 
Volkswagen Mitigation Trust requesting the replacement of one senior shuttle bus with 
an  electric  bus.  This  Class  2  proposal  requested  a  grant  in  the  amount  of  $650,000 
including  the  cost  of  a  24‐seat  electric  bus  and  Level  3/Fast  Charging  Station 
infrastructure. BAI coordinated with Purchasing Agent Gerd Trommer, Director of Public 
Works Steven Seiler, and Township Administrator John Camera. 
 

 BAI has begun  researching grants  for Playgrounds  to bring various ambitions  for park 
space within the township to fruition. BAI is coordinating with Mayor Carmen Amato to 
find a grant program that fits the township’s needs.  

 

 The Township of Berkeley was awarded USDOJ COPS Hiring grant funding in the amount 
of $1,250,000. BAI assisted the Township in drafting a press release and began walking 
township officials through the award acceptance process within the COPS online grants 
management  portal.  BAI  has  assisted  the  Township  Administrator  John  Camera,  CFO 
Frederick Ebenau, and Police Chief Karin DiMichele in creating accounts and signing off 
on the COPS award acceptance. 
 

 BAI assisted Gerd Trommer in submitting an application to the NJDEP It Pays to Plug in 
grant program  for electric vehicle charging stations. The Township of Berkeley applied 
for one  (1) dual‐port Level 2 charging station  for both municipal employee and public 
use to be installed at the Berkeley Municipal Building. A confirmation was received that 
Berkeley was  added  to  the  program’s wait  list.  The  application  total  came  to  $8,000 
which will be fully reimbursable through the program.  
 

 BAI completed and submitted an application to Little League  International on 6/24/20 
which  requested  approximately  $25,000  in matching  funds.  The  proposal  illustrated 
various concrete work throughout Al Leiter Baseball Park in order to make the complex 
more handicap accessible for its Challenger League participants. Handicap walkways and 
paths throughout the facility leading from the parking lot to the fields, bathrooms, and 
other amenities would dramatically enhance the experience for all who attend games at 
Al Leiter Baseball Park. BAI coordinated with Jon Bentivegna of Berkeley Little League to 
obtain  information on the project,  letters of support and required signatures. BAI also 
composed several map attachments and developed narratives explaining  the need  for 
the  project.  BAI mailed  a  hard  copy  of  the  proposal  to  Little  League  International’s 
headquarters in Williamsport the same day it was e‐mailed (6/24/20) and an electronic 
copy was sent to all parties involved in its development. 

 

 BAI  has  completed  and  submitted  a  grant  application  to  the Gary  Sinise  Foundation: 
First Responders Grant, specifically for COVID‐19 relief. BAI worked closely with Melanie 
Parks  and  Chief  of  Police  Karin  DiMichele  in  order  to  compile MPOs,  invoices,  and 
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various costs  incurred from COVID‐19 spending. The Gary Sinise Foundation  is offering 
grants  to  first  responding  agencies  nationwide  and  currently  directing  its  First 
Responder  grant  funds  to  COVID19  relief  activities.  The  Berkeley  Police  Department 
submitted  an  application  for  reimbursement  requesting  the  maximum  grant  award 
amount of $50,000. The application is currently pending.  
 

 BAI  attended  an Ocean  County Grants webinar  surrounding  the  2021 Ocean  County 
Cultural and Heritage Commission Arts and Historical grants. 
 

 BAI reached out to the Ocean County OEM coordinator to gain more information on the 
CARES  reimbursement  process  for  the  remainder  (25%)  of  funds  not  reimbursed 
through FEMA’s DR‐4488 Disaster Declaration process.  
  

 BAI continues  to monitor and  issue  information about both  the EDA and NJEDA Small 
Business grant and  loan programs as well as  information  regarding SBA and PPP  loan 
programs to Berkeley officials to pass forward to local chambers of commerce and local 
small  businesses. Mayor  Carmen  Amato  has  expressed  interest  in  the  NJEDA  grant 
program. The second round of EDA mall Business Emergency Assistance Grant Program 
is expected to be live within the next couple of weeks. BAI is also monitoring programs 
from  the  Economic  Development  Administration  Economic  Adjustment  Assistance 
(EAA),  and  Revolving  Loan  Funds  (RLF)  Program.  Every municipality  in  the  country  is 
eligible to apply via grants.gov. The program is aimed primarily toward the development 
of private sector jobs. For example: a project that was funded last year in Kearny Point:   
https://www.roi‐nj.com/2019/05/17/industry/how‐success‐of‐kearny‐point‐project‐
was‐key‐to‐3m‐infrastructure‐grant‐for‐kearny/  The  USEDA  has  loosened  the  match 
requirements surrounding this program from 50:50 to 80:20 so long as the applicant can 
prove  the  project  is  CARES  Act  or  COVID  impact  related.  Streetscapes  and  surface 
infrastructure projects are typically considered a low priority as those are mainly aimed 
toward the development of retail  jobs, and the USEDA especially with this program,  is 
prioritizing  creation of  jobs  in manufacturing,  tech etc. A proposal will be given even 
greater priority if a private company commits to setting up their business in the subject 
area because of  the  completion of  the project.   The maximum  request  is  in  the $3‐4 
million  range and  there  is no deadline at  this moment  in  time, as  they are accepting 
applications on a rolling basis.   
 

 BAI  advised  Berkeley  officials  of  the  BJA  CESF  (Coronavirus  Emergency  Supplemental 
Funding).  Berkeley  Township was  unfortunately  not  eligible  for  funding  under  CESF; 
CESF  allocated  funding  to  all  50  states  and  only  eligible  pre‐determined  jurisdictions 
within each state were allowed to apply for funding.  
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 BAI spoke with Mayor Amato regarding the 2020 Body Armor Replacement Program. Lt. 
Ryan Roth also confirmed completion of  this online application. A waiver  for  the 50% 
match requirement is being offered at this time. BAI has notified Lt. Roth that funds are 
still in the balance. 
 

 BAI continued discussions with the Berkeley Police Department regarding the FY20 BJA 
Justice and Mental Health Collaborative Grant. Chief DiMichele send information on the 
opportunity  in early April  inquiring  to BAI and Lt. Ryan Roth whether or not Berkeley 
could find a project to apply for. The Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Program 
(JMHCP)  supports  innovative  cross‐system  collaboration  for  individuals  with  mental 
illnesses or co‐occurring mental health and substance abuse disorders who come  into 
contact  with  the  justice  system.  BJA  is  seeking  applications  that  demonstrate  a 
collaborative project between criminal  justice and mental health partners from eligible 
applicants  to  plan,  implement,  or  expand  a  justice  and mental  health  collaboration 
program. JMHCP seeks to increase public safety by facilitating collaboration among the 
criminal  justice and mental health and substance abuse treatment systems to  increase 
access  to  mental  health  and  other  treatment  services  for  individuals  with  mental 
illnesses  or  co‐occurring mental  health  and  substance  abuse  disorders.  After  further 
discussions, Lt. Ryan Roth decided BPD could not apply to the program at this time.  
 

 BAI  continued  responding  to  Berkeley  Township  officials  regarding  grants  and 
opportunities  surrounding  COVID‐19  relief.  Mayor  Amato  sent  an  inquiry  to  BAI 
regarding the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) FY2020 Emergency Management 
Performance Grant Program  (EMPG). The DHS EMPG grant may only be applied  to by 
states, which  then will  likely have a sub‐award process  later  in  the  funding cycle. The 
period of performance for DHS EMPG grants will prospectively run January 27, 2020 to 
January 26, 2022. BAI will continue to monitor any sub‐award process announcements 
at the state and local level.  
 

 BAI has completed and submitted the FY19 Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) for the 
Berkeley  Tri‐Boro  First  Ambulance  Squad.  BAI  worked  with Marie  and  John  Rice  of 
TBFAS to complete the application for a new rig as well as other life‐saving equipment. 
BAI held a phone conference with the TBFAS on 3/02. The complete request was for 1 
ambulance, (4) LUCAS Automatic Chest Compression Systems: Model No. LUCAS 3, v3. l 
Chest Compression System, Includes Hard Shell Case, Slim Back Plate, (2) Patient Straps, 
(1)  Stabilization  Strap,  (2)  Suction Cups,  (1) Rechargeable Battery and  Instructions  for 
use With Each ($13,275.80/per‐unit). The total application request was for $287,097.08. 
The  Assistance  to  Firefighters  Grant  is  a  competitive  federal  grant  program  which 
provides funding and equipment  in the form of trucks or gear to fire departments and 
first aid squads around the country. Applications were due March 13. BAI was unable to 
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complete an application for the Pinewald Pioneer Fire Company due to the crashing of 
their NFRS system and computers. 
 

 Berkeley may be  interested  in pursuing  the NJEDA 21st Century Redevelopment grant 
program.   The New Jersey Economic Development Authority offers  its second round of 
funding through this program to help municipalities plan for and acquire buildings which 
currently are vacant or eyesores within a community and  reestablish  them within  the 
community  with  an  ultimate  goal  of  stimulating  local  economic  development  and 
business. 

 

 Reviewed Grants.gov,  SAGE,  as well  as  local  and  county  resources  for  upcoming  and 
current funding opportunities. 

 

 Review of all documents received from the client and team. 
 

Funding Opportunities: 

 

FEMA AFG‐S COVID‐19 Supplemental Round II 

FEMA has announced  its second round of AFG‐S COVID‐19 Supplemental grants. Round  II will 

be open  strictly  to  volunteer  and  combination  fire departments; no  career departments nor 

EMS organizations are able  to apply  for  this  round of  funding. The objectives of  the AFG‐S 2 

program  are  to  provide  critically  needed  resources  that  equip  personnel  to  respond  to  the 

COVID‐19  public  health  emergency  and  support  community  resilience.  The  AFG‐S  grant 

provides funding to fire departments with the goal of preventing, preparing for, and responding 

to the COVID‐19 pandemic  locally. Funds may be used for PPE supplies, equipment, and other 

services directly related to COVID‐19 response. Requested funds can be reimbursed or provided 

for Immediate Use PPE or for Future Response Capabilities. Applications are due in FEMA GO by 

11/13/2020. Please respond if interested.  

 

NJDOT Local Freight Impact Fund 

BAI will be assisting  the Township of Berkeley  in  re‐applying  for  the FY21 LFIF  for a  roadway 

resurfacing  project  on  Hickory  Lane.  BAI  is  in  contact  with  Alan  Dittenhofer  requesting  an 

updated cost estimate and review of traffic study. BAI will revisit the traffic study produced last 

year by  the BPD. All applicants must prove  that  the  roadway experiences a minimum of 10% 

heavy truck traffic. The Local Freight Impact Fund (LFIF) is a competitive $30.1 million program, 

which was created as part of Transportation Trust Fund (TTF) reauthorization in October 2016. 

The program helps New Jersey’s municipalities and counties fund projects that emphasize and 

enhance the safe movement of large truck traffic, renew aging structures that carry large truck 

traffic, promote economic development, and support new transportation opportunities. 
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Under the program, projects that fall into four categories are eligible for funding: 

 Pavement Preservation ‐ to improve pavement conditions in support of freight travel on 

municipal/county transportation infrastructure. 

 Truck Safety and Mobility ‐ to improve large truck access, routing and mobility along the 

municipal/county roadway system. 

 Bridge Preservation ‐ to improve bridge ratings/conditions in support of freight travel on 

municipal/county transportation infrastructure. 

 New Construction ‐ to promote new construction in support of freight travel on 

municipal/county transportation infrastructure. 

The grants are administered by  the NJDOT Division of Local Aid and Economic Development. 

NJDOT  staff evaluate projects using a variety of criteria  including: existing conditions, overall 

traffic volume, percentage of large truck traffic, crash frequency, connectivity to freight nodes, 

among others. Applications are due November 10, 2020. 

 

Combating Opioid Overdose Through Community‐level Intervention 

BAI  is working with Chief Karin DiMichele and Santucci to potentially identify a project for the 

Combating Opioid Overdose Through Community‐level  Intervention grant program. The COO 

grant promotes the use of evidence‐based or promising approaches to  implement or enhance 

new  or  on‐going  community‐based  programs  that  aim  to  reduce  opioid  or  other  drug 

overdoses. Once implemented, evaluate these community‐based efforts to assess their efficacy 

in reducing overdoses and other harms of opioid (mis)use and other substance use. 

Support and promote collaboration between public safety and public health agencies to ensure 

that  overdose  reduction  efforts  are  aligned  and  that  communities  benefit  from  a 

comprehensive and coordinated response. Applications are due November 2, 2020. 

 

GameTime Grants for Playgrounds 

GameTime Grants  for Playgrounds  is offering  funding  through October 30, 2020! GameTime 

Grants for Playgrounds offers three‐levels of matching grants for playground equipment. These 

grants are best suited for municipalities with a shovel‐ready project, looking to install playsets. 

To qualify  for up to 100% matching grant,  list price of the qualifying playground system must 

exceed $50,000, and payment  in full must accompany your order. For play systems with a  list 

price of less than $50,000 with payment in full, GameTime playground grants are available with 

matching  funds up  to 85%. For play systems  that exceed $15,000, and purchased with credit 

terms, matching  funds are available up to 70%. Matching  funds are subject to rounding rules 

and may vary based on qualified purchase. No other offer, discount, or special programs can be 

used  with  this  grant  program.  This  special  matching  fund  offer  applies  to  PowerScape®, 

PrimeTime®, Xscape®, and IONiX® systems only. Select THRIVE (up to $7,000), Challenge Course 

(up to $25,000) and Modern City (up to $11,000) structures are available with specific funding 
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awards  limits.  All  applications  must  be  validated  by  the  project  administrator.  GameTime 

reserves  the  right  to  decline  any  application  for  a  GameTime  grant.  Orders  accepted  by 

GameTime must ship by December 31, 2020. This offer expires October 30, 2020. GameTime 

playground  grants  can  only  be  applied  to  additional  GameTime  purchases  and  only  in 

conjunction with the original purchase. Standard policies and warranties as  listed  in the 2020 

GameTime Playground Design Guide apply. Freight and applicable sales tax are extra and not 

included. Funding options include: Up to 100% matching funds on play systems 

 Up to $25,000 in matching funds for Challenge Course 

 Up to $11,000 in matching funds for Modern City structures 

 Up to $7,000 in matching funds for THRIVE fitness systems 

 

NJDOH Hepatitis Inoculation Reimbursement Program 

The New Jersey Department of Health (DOH) has announced that municipalities can apply for 

reimbursements from the Hepatitis Inoculation Fund for the costs of hepatitis B inoculations for 

certain  emergency  medical  technicians,  firefighters,  and  police  officers.  The  funds  are  a 

continuation  of  monies  already  distributed  for  this  purpose  between  1996  and  2019  in 

accordance with N.J.A.C. 8:57B. Each municipality can receive up to $5,000  in reimbursement 

for  the  cost  of  protecting  its  emergency medical  technicians,  firefighters  and  police  officers 

against hepatitis B. Funding will be based on the collection of state forfeiture recoveries from 

confiscated property  involved  in  illegal activity. First preference will be given to municipalities 

with volunteer EMTs and volunteer firefighters. Second priority will be given to municipalities 

with  a  combined  total  of  fewer  than  100  EMTs,  firefighters,  and  police  officers.  Finally, 

municipalities with more than 100 emergency services workers will receive funding.  DOH may 

assign  applicants  a  number  and  hold  a  lottery  to  determine  the  order  of  funding.  All  first 

priority municipalities will receive money before second and third priority municipalities can be 

reimbursed.  If  funds  are  depleted  at  any  point,  distributions will  stop  until more money  is 

available.  Reimbursements  will  then  continue  in  the  order  established  by  the  lottery. 

Reimbursements  cannot be made  to  those  already  reimbursed under  this program or  those 

whose medical  insurance pays  for  the  full cost of  the hepatitis  inoculation, but municipalities 

can  claim  expense  reimbursement  for  any  portion  of  the  cost  disallowed  by  such medical 

insurance. Please respond if interested.  

 

New Jersey Transportation Alternatives (NJTAP) 

TAP  provides  federal  funds  for  community  based  “non‐traditional”  surface  transportation 

projects  designed  to  strengthen  the  cultural,  aesthetic,  and  environmental  aspects  of  the 

nation’s  intermodal  system.  Surface  transportation  includes  transportation both by  land  and 

water. Transportation by water includes features like canals, docks, & piers connecting to ferry 

operations.  TAP  activities  are  a  means  of  more  creatively  and  sensitively  integrating 
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transportation  facilities  into  their surrounding communities. What distinguishes TAP activities 

from other worthwhile quality‐of‐life and environmental activities is their potential to create a 

transportation experience beyond normal expectations. 

Eligible projects include: 

1. Design  &  construction  of  on‐road  and  off‐road  trail  facilities  for  pedestrians  and 

bicyclists. 

2. Conversion  and  use  of  abandoned  railroad  corridors  for  trails  for  pedestrians  and 

bicyclists. 

3. Scenic turnouts, overlooks & viewing areas. 

4. Historic preservation & rehab of historic transportation facilities both land & water such 

as building structures & canals. 

5. Community improvement i.e. streetscaping & corridor landscaping. 

6. Environmental  mitigation  to  address  stormwater  management,  control,  &  water 

pollution prevention related to highway construction or due to runoff. 

7. Reduce vehicle‐caused wildlife mortality or to restore and maintain connectivity among 

terrestrial or aquatic habitats. 

Eligible costs include:  

1. Design 

2. Right‐of‐way acquisition 

3. Construction 

4. Construction inspection 

Please note—costs for Construction Inspection Services should be identified separately if funds 

are  desired  for  this  activity. Applicants  are  encouraged  to utilize  local  funds  to  pay  for  pre‐

construction activities such as preliminary design, final design, right of way and environmental 

documentation. Please respond if interested. 

 

DR‐4488 Disaster Declaration  

DR‐4488  DD  Funding  through  FEMA.  This  application  is  initially  available  through 

https://njemgrants.org/. Applicants may  login or create an account by clicking the Apply Now 

button within  the  red banner  to  create  a new  account.  This portal  is  the  same used during 

Hurricane Sandy relief. Municipalities initially need to submit a Request For Public Assistance or 

“RPA”  through  NJEMGrants  and  then  they  will  be  prompted  to  confirm  a  username  and 

password  in a  separate Grants Portal: https://grantee.fema.gov/   Submitting an RPA enables 

access to the separate Grants Portal so it does not mean that the application is submitted. The 

actual application is submitted via the Grants Portal. Berkeley has submitted its initial RPA but 

has not yet submitted their actual application in the Grants Portal as of 5/8/2020.  

 

Radon Awareness Program (RAP) The Radon Awareness Program is a reimbursement program 

for  New  Jersey  schools  and municipalities  for  radon  test  kits.  New  Jersey  has  some  of  the 
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highest  levels  of  Radon,  a  toxic  compound,  in  our  soil.  Radon  kits  can  be  purchased  by 

municipalities  for  reimbursement  by  the  state  and  offered  on  a  first  come  first  serve  basis. 

Issued grant alert for RAP. Awards are offered on a rolling basis. Please respond if interested. 

 
Recently Awarded: 
 
FY19 AFG Tri‐Boro First Aid Squad was notified on 8‐19‐20 by Senator Menendez’s Office that 
the TBFAS is to be awarded a 2019 AFG grant in the amount of $260,997.35. BAI will be putting 
together a press release to amplify the award.   FEMA’s Assistance to Firefighters grant program 
assists  fire  departments  and  nonaffiliated  EMS  organizations  to  obtain  funds  for  lifesaving 
equipment, gear, and/or vehicles. The Berkeley Tri‐Boro First Aid Squad had applied  to FY19 
AFG for a new ambulance as well as tough books and LUCAS Chest Compression systems and 
components. BAI will assist TBFAS with the award acceptance process in FEMA GO once awards 
are formally announced. 
 
AFG‐S  The  Tri‐Boro  First  Ambulance  Squad was  awarded  an  AFG‐S  COVID‐19  supplemental 
grant  award  in  the  amount  of  $4,168.41  for  immediate  use  PPE.  BAI  had  assisted with  the 
application  and  award  acceptance  in  FEMA  GO.  FEMA’s  supplemental  funding  program  for 
COVID‐19  relief  to  fire  departments  and  first  responding  agencies,  AFG‐S  (Assistance  to 
Firefighters Grant‐Supplemental) offered first‐time funding for COVID‐19 related immediate use 
PPE, PPE and supplies reimbursement, as well as funding for future response capabilities. Note, 
a second funding round will be announced in the fall. 
 
NJBPU  Clean  Fleet  Incentive  Program  The  Township  of  Berkeley’s  application  to  the NJBPU 
Clean  Fleet  Incentive  program  has  been  approved  in  the  amount  of  $5,500.  BAI  has  been 
assisting Gerd Trommer with necessary paperwork for the post‐award and purchasing process 
pertaining to  invoices and documentation. Berkeley applied  for the maximum reimbursement 
through  the program which  is $4,000  reimbursement  for eligible electric vehicles and $1,500 
for Level 2 charging stations. BAI is checking with the NJDEP and NJBPU to see if funds for this 
program can be combined with It Pay$ to Plug In funds to offset the cost of charging stations, 
which  still exceeds  the  funds  through  collective grants. BAI has  created and  sent a  template 
resolution to Gerd Trommer for grant approval and execution. 
 
COPS Hiring USDOJ COPS Hiring Program grants police departments across the nation funds to 
help offset  the cost of hiring new officers. COPS Hiring assists with 75% of new‐officer salary 
and fringe benefits, up to $125,000 per‐officer. A local match of a 25%, increasing annually over 
the 3‐year grant term, is required. The Township of Berkeley and Berkeley PD was awarded for 
10 new officers in the amount of $1,250,000.  
 
FY20 Cops  in Shops The Berkeley Police Department was awarded $3,250 by  the New  Jersey 
Department of Law and Public Safety (LPS) and the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) 
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for the 2020 Summer Shore Initiative. Funding will be reimbursed at a rate of $55.00/hour for 
overtime pay to officers dispatched to Cops in Shops crackdowns for the illicit sale of alcohol to 
minors in liquor stores and bars across the Township. 
 
NJ  Green  Acres  NJDEP  Green  Acres  supports  conservation  and  recreation  in  NJ.  Berkeley 
Township has applied for the Green Acres 2019 funding for a proposed boat ramp  installation 
project  off  of Main  Street.  BAI  collaborated  with  lead  engineers  for  Green  Acres  2019  to 
coordinate proposal for the  installation of a boat ramp and  improve recreational amenities at 
the site toward the eastern terminus of Main Street. NJDEP awarded $135,872.00 through  its 
Green Acres Program for the project. 
 
Preserve  NJ  Historic  Trust  Preserve  NJ  Historic  Trust  Preserve  NJ  Historic  Trust  assists  NJ 
municipalities  in preservation  efforts of historical  sites or  structures by providing  funding  to 
restore or preserve. The  funding also  can be used  for  land acquisition or park development. 
Berkeley  township  has  received  an  award  through  Preserve NJ Historic  Trust  application  for 
Manitou Park Historic School House—preservation in the amount of $656,536.50. Availability of 
funds will be expected within the first three months of 2020. 
 
Administrative: 
 

 BAI  has  alerted  the  Township  of  Berkeley  of  the  new  federal  payment  registration 
system,  ASAP.  BAI  spoke  with  Mayor  Carmen  Amato  and  CFO  Frederick  Ebenau 
regarding  the need  to  register  for  the new  system,  linked with  SAM  and Grants.gov, 
prior to October 2020. 
 

 BAI  has  sent  the  latest  COPS  USDOJ  guidance  and  stipulations  for  funding  to  BPD 
officials.  An  independent  credentialing  body  will  now  certify  an  applying  law 
enforcement  agency  if  it  determines —  or, within  the  past  36 months,  has  already 
determined  —  that  the  agency  is  in  compliance  with  two  mandatory  safe  policing 
principles  in  the  Principles  on  Safe  Policing  and  Use  of  Force.    Certification  is  a 
prerequisite  to  a  law  enforcement  agency’s  eligibility  for  Department  of  Justice 
discretionary grant funding. Agencies will be required to obtain certification by January 
31, 2021  in order  to be eligible  for  federal  funds  in 2021. The credentialing body will 
maintain a list of certified agencies within its jurisdiction, and submit this list to the U.S. 
Department  of  Justice’s  Office  of  Community  Oriented  Policing  Services  (or  “COPS 
Office”), which will  serve as  the  repository  for  the  list of all eligible  law enforcement 
agencies.” 
 

 BAI has assisted Lt. Ryan Roth in logging into Blue SAGE 
 

 BAI has updated the Township’s Grants.gov accounts, pending expiration (2).  
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Pending Award: 
 
Recreational Opportunities for Individuals with Disabilities (ROID)   BAI has submitted a FY21 
ROID application  for Berkeley’s Summer Camp, Manitou Park Basketball Program, and annual 
Easter Egg Hunt. The  submitted application  requests  the maximum grant amount of $20,000 
which would help offset costs for these various recreational programs hosted by the Township 
annually, with a new special focus on children with cognitive disabilities. 
 
Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation 2021 Q1 The Berkeley Police Department’s Firehouse 
Subs first‐quarter grant application is pending for the amount of $20,106.48. The BPD has again 
applied  for  a  LUCAS  Chest  Compression  System  and  other  lifesaving  LUCAS  equipment.  The 
Firehouse  Subs  Public  Safety  Foundation  provides  grants  to  first  responding  agencies 
nationwide  for  personal  protective  equipment  as  well  as  scholarships  and 
prevention/education items up to $50,000. 
 
Volkswagen Mitigation  Fund  The  Township  of  Berkeley  has  submitted  its  proposal  to  the 
NJDEP  Volkswagen Mitigation  Fund  in  the  amount  of  $650,000  seeking  an  electric  bus  and 
corresponding  Level  3  charging  station  to  be  utilized  for  the  Berkeley  Township  Recreation 
Department’s senior shuttle bus service. 
 
It Pays to Plug In The NJDEP It Pays to Plug In program reimburses government applicants 100% 
for Electric Vehicle Charging stations for intended use by the public or government employees. 
The Township of Berkeley has been added to the program’s wait list with an application in the 
amount  of  $8,000  for  a  dual‐port  Level  2  charging  station  to  be  installed  at  the  Berkeley 
Municipal Building.   
 
Gary Sinise Foundation The Gary Sinise Foundation  is offering First Responder Grants to first‐
responding agencies nationwide  for COVID‐19  relief  via  reimbursements on expenditures  for 
PPE  and  other  COVID‐19  related  spending.  The  Berkeley  Police  Department  submitted  an 
application for reimbursements on various COVID‐19 spending and PPE purchased over the past 
30 days and requested a grant in the maximum allowable amount of $50,000. Applications are 
currently pending.  
 
NJ Transit S5310 NJ Transit S5310 grants subawards through the United States Department of 
Transportation  and  assists  programs  which  exist  to  enhance  senior  and  disabled  persons’ 
mobility. Funds can be applied  for operating expenses, new buses or accessible vehicles, and 
mobility management.  Applications  have  been  submitted  for  S5130  FY18  in  the  amount  of 
$6,273.00 in addition to a request for one Medium Duty S5310 Bus and FY2019 for $24,773.00 
for operating assistance. Application was not funded. 
 


